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O 'Malley issued the last of his interest-
ing publications dealing with the differ-
ent Commonwealth Departments, and ac-
cording to that publication £53,000 of
Western Australian money had gone into
the Federal Savings Bank, and t he bank
had then been in operation for a, matter
of only two or three months. This is a
serious loss to Western Australia and it
must also be proving a serious embarrass-
ment to the Government. I hope the
Federal Government will find some 'way
of stopping this sort of thing. A good
deal of reference has been made to the
matter of the State steamers. I do not
intend to labour it, but I hope that the
Minister will clear up one point whieh
has been raised. We have been given to
understand that the position of the man-
ager of the State Steamship Service was
advertiscd for, and that the salary was
stated in the advertisement. I believe it
was stated at £C300 or £350; I do not k-now
which. Now we have been informed that
after the appointment was made the sue-
cessfnl applicant was told that if daring
the first six months of service he gave
satisfaction he wvoildd be given a five
year's appointment. At any rate we
know that although he was appointed
as the result of his application at £300
or £350 a year, his salary was in a short
time raised to £600 a year. This is not
a sound business method. I do not say
that £600 is too much. I doubt whether it
is enough for such a position, but if -we
can afford to offer £600 we should cer-
tainly get a £600 man in the first instance.
If it is a fact that the appointment has
been made for five years, and that the
salary has been raised to £600 per annum,
in what position are those members of the
civil service who are sitting on the pre-
sent hoard of inquiry into the State
steamers. What sort of indictment will
they make against the Minister who is
responsible of this increase if they say
in their report that this officer is
not suitable of the position? is it
fair to put public servants in a position
of that kind 7 I maintain it is not. .I
hope this will be one of the matters in
regard to which we shall have an ex-
planation from the Minister. I must

apologise for having occupied the atten-
tion of the House for so long. I desired
to bring tinder the attention of members
and the leader of the House the few ques-
tions to -which I have referred, and in
which I think, not only the members here,
but the people in the country are to some
extent interested.

On motion by Hon. J. Cornell, debate
adjourned.

House adjourned at 8.48 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

NOTICE OF QUESTIONS.

The PREMIER (Hon. J. Scaddan):. I
desire to ask bon. members who have
questions on the Notice Paper for to-day
to postpone them until to-morrow, and
may I point out that it is most difficult
to obtain replies when the questions are
not received in the departments until
shortly before noon on the day that they
are supposed to be answered. Some of
the questions involve going through more
than one department in order to get the
necessary data. It is almost impossible
to get the information here in time to
answer the questions. I ask hon. members
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in future to give a little more time by ask-
ing for questions to be put on the Notice
Paper two days ahead.

!lUr. SPEAKER: I take it that the
Premier's reference is to questions 1, 2,
3 and 4.

The PREMIER: It applies to all the
questions on the 'Notice Paper. T askc that
they be postponed until to-morrow.

BILLS (0)-FIRST READING.

1. Land Valuation (introduced by the
Premier).

2. Land and Income Tax (introduced
hr the Premier).

3. Mines Regulation (introduced] by the
Yinister for Mines),

4. Rights in Water and Irrigation (in-
troduced by the MAinister for Works).

5. Traffic (introduced by the M1inister
for 'Works).

6. Water Supply, Sewerage, and Drain-
age Amendment (introduced by the Mli-
ister for Works).

7. Public Works Committee (introduced
by the Minister for Works).

8. Wagin Agricultural Hall Transfer
(introduced by the Minister for Lands).

9. Legal Practitioners' Amendment (in-
troduced by Mr. Hudson).

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.
On motion by Mr. LAYMAN leave of

absence for one month granted to the hon.
member for Claremont (Mr. Wisdom) on
the ground of urgent private business.

ADDRESS-rn-REPLY.

Third Day.
Debate resumed from the previous day.
Hon. FRANKi WILSON (Sussex) : I

am sorry I was not ready yesterday to
proceed with the debate on the Address-
in-reply. One lion, member interjected that
I had had a month in which to consider
the Speech which had been placed in the
mouth of His Excellency the Governor.
That is quite true, but unfortunately when
one is holiday-making it seems to be in-
congruous to have to study up politics to

get sufficient information for a speech in
this Chamber, and therefore I left the
matter alone until my return to the State.
However, since the House adjourned last
night I have carefully perused His Ex-
cellency's Speech and given study to the
different matters therein announced, in the
opinion of Ministers, I presume, for the
advancement of the State of Western Aus-
tralia. I will endeavour as briefly as pos-
sible to place before the House my views
on -what I take to he the salient features
of that Speech, and of course I must
indulge to some extent in a criticism of
the policy of my friends opposite, wvho
hold thle Treasury ben ch. The Governor's
Speech should be, of course, a synopsis of
the twelve months' progress made owing
to the actions of a majority of Parlia-
ment beaded by tile Governmnent in power.
It should be also our warranty for future
progress and the future prosperity of the
people of Western Australia. I must say
at once that the IPremier's vainglorious
boast, made the other day when address-
ing the company at a complimentary ban-
quet or dinner given to Mr. McCallum,
namely, that he would before long such
a tale untold of what the Government had
done that even his most ardent supporters
would be astounded, made me look to the
Governor's Speech for a wondrous tale of
past progress and dazzling promises for
the future. I have looked in vain. They
are not there. This boast of the Pre-
mier's reminds me also of that memorable
utterance by the Premier at Jaudakot in
1012, shortly after taking offie, when he
said that the Government had given con-
sideration to greet questions, and he
would venture to assert that in the near
future they would startle those opposed
to them. You will notice, Mr. Speaker,
the similarity of those two expressions
used by the Premier. He was to astound
his supporters, as, two years ago, he was
to startle his opponents. We have been
waiting to be startled, and we are now
waiting to be astounded; that is, in re-
gard to what the Government have done
in the past and propose to do in the near
futfure. Of course, 1 must admit I have
been startled to a very considerable extent
by the way the affairs of this State have
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been (drifting under the management, or
shall I say mismanagement, of the Pre-
mier and his colleagues. These statements
made by the Premier are the statements of
cue who is attempting to sway public
opinion by bluff and by bounce. They
are the statements of a boaster rather
than the mature utterances of a respon-
sible Minister of the Crown who realises
his responsibility to the King and to the
people whose destinies he controls at the
present time. There are, of course, in
this Speech of His Excellency the Gov-
ernor, which has been placed in his hands
by responsible Ministers, several matters
that, I think, we may congratulate the
Government upon for having placed
therein. However, they are few and far
betwveen, I am sorry to say. First of all,
of course, I can join with the expres-
sions of congratulation on the appoint-
ment of His Excellency Sfr Harry Barron
to succeed our late Governor, His Ex-
cellency Sir Gerald Strickland. I believe
we have a very worthy representative of
His Majesty in the present Governor of

#tlle State. .1 can also congratulate the
Government on the re-appointment of the
Agent General in London, Sir Newton
Moore. who has done excellent service for
his native country, not only in this Par-
liament during the time he presided over
the country's destinies, but also during
the years he has filled the post of Agent
General in London.

Mr. Green: More spoils to the victors.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: I cannot
think that the Government could have
done better than to re-appoint that hon.
gentleman to the position he has so
worthily filled during the last few years.
At any rate, the eulogies passed on Sir
Newton Moore's work by our Premier
after Jaunting in other lands, serve to
show that Sir Newton Moore is the right
man in the right place. I can also con-
gratulate the Government and the people
of the State on the splendid rains referred
to in the Speech, rains which. though late
in coming, have certainly been beneficial,
end which I hope assure a good harvest
in the coming season. The rest of the
Speech is somewhat too indefinite to gve
inch hope of that rapid advancement

whbich we all wish to see in Western Aus-
tralia, and which means so much to a
young country like ours. We have in-
definite statements as to what has been
done during the past, and many am-
biguous references to what is proposed
to be done in the future, and these do not
convey, to my mind at any rate, anything
in the nature of a warranty, which ought
to be contained in the Speech, that much
effort and energy and assistance are going
to be given by the members of the present
Government to the individual citizens of
our Stale in advancing their prosperity
and their prospects. It seems to me
rather that Ministers are bent on pro-
secuting State socialistic enterprises in
competition with our own people, regard-
less of the fact that the country's lpro-
sperity is certainly founded uuon the
individual prosperity of its citizens. The
first duty of a Government, whether
Labour or Liberal, is to give the fullest
facilities for the expansion of the enter-
prises of our own citizens; but wre find
on every hand the object of the Govern-
mnent is not only to interfere and compete
with the individual citizens, but to extract
from the pockets of our people the money
wherewith to carry out those very ques-
tionahle enterprises. I shall endeavouir
later on to point out that we aire drifting
into very dangerous -waters, and that if
something is pot done quickly to stop
this drift we shall find ourselves in a
very straitened position, and the State
will suffer accordingly. I should like to
point out-indeed it goes almost without
saying-that £C1,000 of private capital in-
troduced into a new country like Western
Australia is worth thousands of borrowed
money, for which the State is responsible,
invested in questionable enterprises such
as we are embarking upon. The experi-
ence which we have bad during the last
twelve or eighteen months in connection
with our State steamers ought, I submit,
to have been a warning to members of
the present Government. They ought from
their experience culled in the running of
the steamers-notwvithstanding the grat

promises of success when the service was
inaugurated, how they were to reduce the
cost of living, and the cost of meat, hoiw
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they were going to encourage our small
cattle growers, to give them an outlet for
their stock, how they were going to run
these steaiuers, if not with profit, at any
rate without loss-the experience they
have had of a very substantial loss during
the last twelve months ought to have been
a warning to them to be cautious before
proceeding further with those enterprises.
We find £60,000 revenue has been col-
lected by our State Steamship Depart-
went during the last twelve months, while
on the other side we have £86,000 ex-
penditure, or a loss of £26,000 between
the cash expenditure shown by the
Trea-;ury returns and the cashi revenue
collectedi for this service. And to this
we have to add depreciation on these
vessels and interest upon the capital ex-
pended. Depreciation on steamers such
as we have purchased for our service is a
pretty considerable figure, and I venture
to think that 10 per cent. or even 1.5 per
cent. per annum would be none too much
to write off in d ,eprceiation on the class
of vessels which thie Government in their
wisdomn have purchased. If you add that
to the cash loss shown by the Treasury
returns yvon have an enormous deficit:
and this is on the first State enterprise
entered into on behalf of the people by
a socialistic Government. And the worst
aspect of this case is that the small
grower has not benefited one iota, has not
save a single five-pound note. hecause
of the inauguration of the steamship ser-
vice, -while the consumer has, not obtained
his meat any cheaper than the ordlinary
fluctuations of the markcet have permitted
in the past. A great problem cannot be
solved by petty means, and the establish-
ment of meat stalls at Fremantle and
Subiaeo-and now, through the influence
of the member for Kalgoorlie, I presume
at Kalgoorlie-wilt only further increase
the Government's financial embarra-sment
without giving the people of the State
one penny benefit. I am sorry for the
manager, Mr. Sudhola, whose appoint-
ment, it is a matter of history, was made
for services rendered to the Honorary
M~inister duringe his electioneering earn-
jpaign. He was doomed from the start.

Bie never had an opportunity of making
a success of the veature.

Hon. 'W. C. Angwin (Honorary Min-
ister) : I wish the leader of the Opposi-
tion to withdraw that statement. M Ir.
Sad holz never assisted me in a campaign
in his life.

Mr. SPEAKER: The lion. member is
not in order in rising. There is no point
of order involved. The leader of the
Opposiltion is p)erfectly within his right
in making a statement of that kind.

Hion. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Min-
ister) :Whether it is true or not? He
knows it is not true. Anyhow I have got
my statement in.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: I can quite
understand the lion. member's objection.
He knows full well that Mr. Sudholz was
in ardent supporter of his.

Hon. W. C. Angwiu (Honorary Min-
ister) : Nothing of the kind. He never
supported me in his life.

MAr. Thomas: Why don't you be manly?'

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! That remark
roust be withdrawn.

Mr. Thomas: I withdraw.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The public-
knows hie was an ardent supporter of the,
hionorary 'Minister, and it is un doubted
to myv way of thinking, and in my
opinion, and it is common talk, that the
appointment was secured because of ser--
vices so .rendered.

Mr. Lewis: You gave a civil servant
a holiday to try and get a Minister into,
Parliament.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: He was-
doomed from the start. If he was a good
officer, with bad tools he cannot make it
success of his work.

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Mfin-
ister) : Is that the reason your clique is-
on to the man?

Hon. FRANK WILSON: I belong to-
no clique. I wish I had a clique such as
the hion. member has round him. If I
had a clique as substantially strong as the.
hion. member has, I would be sitting on
the Treasury bench and he would he sit--
tin.- in Opposition to-day.
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Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Miin-
ister): go, you would not. You would
be further out than you are.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: It does not
matter. If you giv'e a man bad tools,
hdwever capable lie may be, hie has an
impossible task. The M31inistry are to be
blamed for having bought suchi ships that
no man could make pay, although some
men might minimise the expenses. The
Treasurer took me to task for criticising
thje crack vessel the "Western Australia,"
otherwise known as the "Mongolia." He
said I criticised it without having seen the
vessel. I venture to say that I have made
a more critical examination of the vessel
than the Minister has ever dlone. I went
through that vessel from stem to steri

The Minister for Lands: You have
never been near it.

Hon. FRANK 'WILSON: I went right
through that vessel from stem to stemn;
into the so-called engine room and all,
And I spent two hours on board of her.

Mr. Lewis: Were you any wiser after-
wards?

Hon. FRANK WILSON: I think the
Minister ought now to withdraw his
statement that I had not been on the
vessel or near it.

The Minister for Lands: I still say you
have never been near it.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The chief
engineer accompanied me down below and
into the stoke hole and the captain I met,
if I remember aright, after I came on deck
and I had tea with him. Some other
people came on hoard and I then went
away. I was there from eleven o'clock
till one o'clock and then I went to
luncheon on another steamer alongside
the wharf, and I say unhesitatingly that
there was never a more unsuitable steamer
purchased by any Government for the
tropical trade in which it is engaged.

The Premier: What do you know about
steamers?

Hon, FRANK WILSON: Seeing that
I spent a considerable number of years,
miot only in steamship offices and in the
managrement of steamships, also in the
manufacture of marine engines and boil-
ers and the fitting of vessels and machi-
nery, which includes a considerable

amount of ship-building, I venture to say
I am as capable of pitting my opinion
against that of the Ministers who now so
scathingly denounce my criticism. The
lack of experience of 'Ministers, which
they are displaying ia a very full measure
at the present time has led them into the
belief that it only required the benediction
of the Government to bring success to
vessels which had previously been dis-
carded by private owners, hence they
rushed in and purchased vessels, on whosea
authority T know not.

The Premier: Yes, you do.
Hon. FRANK WILSON: Which are

eminently unsuitahle for the trade and
which no steamship manager could make
a success of no matter what salary hie is
raid or what experience he has had.
Wbat guarantee have we that any other
State enterprise will not be equally dis-
astrous?

M~r. Heitmann: The railways, for in-
stance.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Well, they
are getting pretty near it tinder the
mismanagement of my friends opposite.
I tremble at what the result will be if
they remain in office much longer. What
guarantee have we that the other State
enterprises on which these gentlemen are
embarking will not he equally disastrous
as the S tate Steamship Service. One
portion of His Excellency's Speech tells
us that good progress has been made
with the erection of State sawmills, yet
the Premier told me in reply to a ques-
tion yesterday that the contract between
his Government and the Federal Govern-
ment, has not 'yet been signed, for the
sleepers for which these sawmills are
apparently being erected to cut. He will
remember that about twelve months ago
I asked him if it would not be wiser to
have the contract completed, sealed,
signed and delivered before committing
the country to the enormous expenditure
which nndonbtedly would have to take
place-and I shall show directly that he
cannot carry out the contract he proposes
to enter into. Why has that contract
been submitted to the Crown Law
authorities by the Federal Governmentt
Presumably it is to test its validity, so
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that they expect trouble. Possibly we
may expect a repudiation of the contract
which has certainly been signed by the
Minister for Works, but which is still
incomplete so far as the Commonwealth
Government are concerned. Why did not
the Premier see that his friend the Labour
Prime Minister of the Commonweafith
signed that contract mnontlhs ago? Why
did not the Minister for Ltnds, when be
went to the Eastern States to barter away
the State's Savings Bank in order that
he might get some little financial assist-
ance, and came back with £100,000, why
did he not see then, when he travelled to
Melbourne, that the State's interests were
duly protected and that this contract was
completed, seeing that it pledgled the
country to a considerable amount of
money? Ministers have shown a pretty
sad lack of business acumen and certainly
administrative ability' in neglecting this
one main feature that before you embark
your capital you ought to have a contract
signed so that there is no getting out of
it. Supposing the contract is not signed,
what is the position we are in to-day?
Supposing the contract is not signed, and
we are expendingl £160,000 on sawmills,
how is the Premier going to employ that
machinery?

The Premier: I have a better opinion
of the Liberals than you have.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The hon.
member should take his gruel kindly.
What is thle nature of the contract that
the Premier has undertaken to carry out?
I understand that the contract has been
signed by the Mtinister for Works and it
specifies the delivery of a certain number
of powellised karri sleepers after the end
of the year. After December next the
Government have undertaken to deliver
30.000 sleepers at both ends of the Trans-
continental Railway line per month.
Sixty' thousand sleepers have to be de-
livered per month for use on the Trans-
continental Railway line: 30,000 at Port
Augusta and .30,000 in this State. That
is in January next. The size of the
sleepers is 0 x 10 x 5, they contain 3714
super feet each, or 16 sleepers
enqial one load of 50 cubic feet of timber,
so that we bare this position: that 3.750

loads of sawn sleepqrs have to he provided
and delivered each month after December
next. Everyone who has been engaged in
the timber industry knows that if you
cut a load of sleepers out of karri trees.
you will get approximately a load -of
other timber, such as scantling, in the pro-
cess. The capacity of the mills therefore
required to carr ,y out the contract must
be equal to 7,500 loads of sawn timber per
month, or 30)0 loads per day counting 25
working days per month. That is thcn
limit you can get month in and month out.
Of course I admit the Government might
give instructions to burn all timber out-
side the sleepers and get an increased
output thereby, bat I do not think even
the socialistic government represented by
my friends opposite would contemplaic
the sacrifice of good timber as that would
entail, to sy, nothing of facing a certain
loss in such a process. This means that
we ought to have six mills of the capacity
equal to the Dwellingup mill which was
established for the requirements of our
Railway Department and which has cost
this State anything up to £40,000, as the
Minister for Works or the Minister for
Railways will bear me out; or we ought
to have nearly four mills equal in capacity
to the Atorninton establishment controlled
by Millars' Trading Company and the cost
of an establishment of that soil with all
its branch railwva.s, log lines, rolling stock,
horses and jiukers, would run into ap-
proximately £100,000 if not more, so that
the capital expenditure required to deal
even moderately well with this contract
ranges between £240,000 and £300,000.
The Government are erecting mills at two
different centies at the p)resent time, and
have been erecting these mills for the last
twelve months with a total capacity at thle
outside of 130 loads per day-about half
the quantity required to fulfil the contract
which they hope time Federal G4overnment
will sig-n within the next few days. Even
if these mills which thle Government are
ait present erecting are completed by the
end of thme present year. I want to know
wvhat hope they have of giving the delivery
they have taken on in January next. There
is a penal clause attached to this contract
naturally, as to all contracts, and if we
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:as a State, as the contractors, do not keep
up to our delivery, and fail in delivering
the quantity of sleepers we have under-
taken to deliver, the Commonwealth can
buy against the contractor in the open
market. In other words, the Federal
Government can buy at the risk and at
the cost of the State Government, and
can ref use to take delivery later of the
shortage of sleepers delivered. Public
opinion will not brook any delay in re-
gard to the construction of the Trans-
Australian Rail-way. All sides have
urged the expeditious construction of
this line.

Kr. Munsie:- It took your side 10 years
to think about it.

Hon. FRANK WILSON:- It does not
matter what my side took. This is much
too risky an undertaking to be treated
-with levity in this respect. 1 might be
as black as the hon, member can paint
me, but that will not make members of the
Government white in their administration.
Public opinion will not brook any delay
in the construction of the Traus-Austra-
lian railway. All sections of the com-
munity have demanded that that work shall
be pnshed on with all expedition and the
recent occupant of the Department con-
trolling the construction of these works
imported track-la-ying machines with a
capacity for laying 7 miles per day. Is
it reasonable to suippose that the penal
clause -will not be enforced, or arc we to
come to the conclusion that the failure on
the part of the State Government to com-
ply with the conditions of the contract
will be met by the most strict observation
of the terms of the contract; and that
the sleepers -will be purchased against the
,Government of Western Australia, aud
that the Government will have to pay the
difference, whatever it might be? Disaster
is imminent; it is apparent that the Gov-
-ement will never be able to carry out
the terms of the contract, and the coun-
try -vill suiffer enormous loss in conse-
luence.

Mr. Heitmainn: Where will they pur-
chase those sleepers. I wonder?

Ron. FRA.NK WILSON: I understand
that the hon. member's knowledge of an
intricate question of this sort is so meagre

that he must, of necessity, make senseless
interjections. I am not going to educate
him on that point, to relieve his ignorance.
The Government have entered into exactly
the same mistake in oonnection with sawv
mills as they have with regard to their
State steamers. They appoint a good
man, and a decent enough man, although
a supporter of the Premier. They have
appointed decent men, good men so far
as their limited experience goes. They
have apipointed Mr. Properjohn as gen-
eral manager for this huge commercial
uindertakin., Mr. Properjohn is a white
nman, a good man in his capacity as mill-
wright erecting these mills. Mr. Oummins,
I believe, is also a good man. I do not
know 31r. Cummins, but I know Mr. Pro-
per John. Mr. Properjohn is a good man
and the right man to have charge as mill-
wright, erecting these mills, but when you
come to put this man into the managerial
chair to control a vast commercial under-
taking, to see that risks suich as Mfinisters
in their ignorance have embarked upon
in the name of the State should be avoided,
then we should not put a man whose quahi-
ficat ions are for supervising the erection
of such mills into that chair but should
get someone with a wider commercial
knowledge. The total output of
Millers' combined mills, 12 in nuin-
her, is 160,000 loads per annumn.

Te Government axe attempting to
produce over one half of the quantity
of the output of these -12 mills, with
Mills of a capacity at the outside of 54,000
loads per annum. How can we expect
anything but disaster to follow such mal-
admninistration, such lack of intelligence,
such want of ordinary capacity for ab-
stracting knowledge from those who are
capable of giving it, such as has been evi-
denced by Ministers of the present Govern-
ment, in handling this matter 7

Hon. WV. C. Angwin (Honorary 'Minis-
ter) : You want a halo put around your
head.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The Premier
took exception to a statement by the mem-
her for Northami (Hon. J. Mitchell) yes-
terday with regard to the royalty which
will have to he paid for powellising under
the agreement which was published, with-
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out the Minister's sanction, in the Press
a short time since.

M1r. George : And gave them a bad
bilious attaclk, too.

Hon. FRANK WVILSON : The member
for Northarn said the Govern ment would
have to pay 2t per 100 super. feet royalty
on the sleepers to be p)rovided for the
Commonwealth l)ortion of the Trans-
Australian Railway, It seems to me that
the Premin-r took exception to that state-
ment without havingl read the terms of
the agreement. Indeed, it wrould appear
that hie has not given that close attention
the clauses of this marvellous agree-
ment which the Minlister for Works has
signed, and which Executive Council has
approved of in a very tardy manner some
16 months after it was completed, such
close attention I say as the people in this
State should expect to receive at his
hands. Let mue draw his attention to the
elauses which deal with the amount to be
paid in royalty, and T want to do so care-
fully because we have nothing to go on
other than this published alleged copy of
the agreement, and there has been no
denial by the Minister as regards its
accuracy. Here is the clause dealing
with that matter-

And whereas the patentees made a
proposal to the licensee to grant to the
licensee full license and authority to
treat, improve and preserve timber
under and in accordance with the speci-
fication of the said letters patent for
use, sale or other disposition within
Western Australia, and also for export
beyond Western Australia at the roy-
alty of 2s. per one hundred superficial
feet-

And whereas certain concessions have
been given to that powellising company,
notably an extension of timber country
of some 15,000 acres and also a contract
for a million powellised Icarri sleepers,
at what price we know not as yet-

the patentees have agreed to allow a
rebate of Is. 3d. per one hundred super-
ficial feet of the said royalty payable
in respect of all timber treated under
this agreement for the use and require-
ments of the said Government in West-
ern Australia, thereby reducing such

royalty to 9d. per one hundred super-
ficial feet-

Then later it goes on to say-

As from the expiration of the said re-
cited indenture of July 15. 1908, the
licensee shall, subject as hereinafter
provided, during the continuance of this

agreement, quarterly, nainely on Octo-
ber 15, January 15, April 153 and July
15, in every year pay to the patentees a
royalty for every one hundred super-
fl1eial feet of timber treated by the
licensee under the said patented pro-
cess duiring the preceding three calen-
dar months, at the following -rates :
(a) For all timber treated for the use
and requirement of the said Govern-
ment within the State, 9d. per one hun-
dred sup,'rficial feet; (b) for all other
timber so treated, 2s. per one hundred
superficial feet.

Can anyone make any different meaning
than the member for Northam put upon
it that Ministers will have to pay 2s. per
one hundred super. feet for the royalty
for treating, by the powellising process,
these sleepers to he supplied to the Com-
monwvealth Government? Is the Premier
gohw., to argue that it is for the use of his
Government that he has entered into this
contract, when lie sells the sleepers to the
Federal Glovernment ? Will he argue
that he can get these sleepers powellised
tt a royalty of 9d. per one hundred super.
feet uinder the clauses I have read out,
and which are presumably-

The Premier :Nobody ever asserted
it.

Hon. FRANKTI WILSON : It is quite
true there is another clause which points
out-

If at any time during the continuance
of this agreement the royalty agreed
to be paid by the Commonwealth to the
patentees for treating by the said pro-
cess timber used for the construction
of the Transcontinental railway is
less than two shillings per one hundred
superficial feet, a similar reduction
shall during such time be made by the
patentees in the royalty to he paid by
the Western Australian Government in
respect of all timber treated by the
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said process for use in the construction
of the Transcontinental railway.

But is it likely that the powellising com-
pany are going to reduce that price?

The Premier W Ae told you last year
that they did reduce it.

lon. FRANKC WILSON : Is it likely
they will reduce it when they have-

The Premier .We answered a ques-
tion last year in another place and said
distinctly that it had been agreed that the
price was to be Is. 3d.

Hon. FRANK WILSON :The Premier
has never given answers, lie gave Is.
4d. or mentioned Is. 3d. and then on an-
other occasion -he mentioned fld.--I have
it all in Hlansard. We have had question
after question put to the Premier, and
each has been answered in a certain wvay
and no one could make head or tail of the
nmwer. This is the position on the evi-
dence placed before us, and I say if
the Premier takes his price for these
sleepers at 5s. each on rails at the closest
mnain line station to his source and de-
ducts the cost of his royalty plne the cost
of powellising, he will find he is left with
a very small margin indeed, if any, to
produce a profitable result from his great
venture in embarking on this contract.
I should like to know if it is not a fact
that the department was negotiating
for somec time for some firm to supply a
portion of this contract, that is, to take
it o(T the Government's hands, when they
found they were getting into difficulties
and were likely to be placed in this
unenviable position into which I have
pointed out they are slo-wly but surely
drifting- now.

Mr. George : Trying to unload, you
mean-

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Did not the
Government try to negotiate -with a pri-
vate firm to supply a portion of this con-
tract. and was not the offer made tinder
the terms of this contract turned down at
the price by that private firm? What
guarantee have we that the price is a pay-
able one3 What guarantee have we that
we eini produce these sleeper4 anti
make the proposition payable in the
interests of this State, or are -we

to have the same result as from State
steamers? On -whose recommendation was
the tender put in? On whose recommen-
dation was this contract taken at a price
which private firms were at any rate
looking askance at at the time, and since,
although they have been offered a portion
of the contract, so I understand, have re-
f used?7

The M1inister for Works: It is as well
to qualify that remark by saying you

Eon. FRANK WILSON:. I am not
afraid to have any remark of maine
brought forth.

The "Minister for Works,: I do not like
yon telling stories.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The Minister
can qualify himself but wvill have his work
cut out the same as he did in the Labour
Parliament which sat during the last few
weeks at Fremantle. The Labour Parlia-
'Dent was. issuing instructions to hon.
members who support the Government as
to their future actions, and I believe that
only in one instance were Ministers able
to carry amendments or to get their orig-
inal motions passed. Even departmetal
labour for carrying out the public works
was opposed by the Minister for Work;,
and he said-and honestly too, and I
am glad to hear it-be s.imetimes found
departmental labour satisfactory and
sometimes unsatisfactory, and that he did
not want his freedom curtailed, but the
Labour Parliament turned the M1inister
down and carried their view, which Min-
isters have to obcy. that alt work should
he carried out by 'lay labour. I have
shown the dangerous waters into which we
are drifting in regard to these enterprises,
the masrnitude of which is not even ap-
preciated by hon. members supporting the
Government. And yet we are going still
further. 'We are to have agricultural im-
plement works erected; in fact, they are
being erected now and the Governor's
Speech, if you please, says "with modern
equipment.' We know that the expert
appointed in connection with these works,
after spending six or eig-ht months in en-
deavouring to secure a suitable site for
the works, visited my friend the hon.
member for Bunburys electorate and
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that the largest town, unbury, created
a favourable impression.

Mr. Thomas: That is where they should
have been erected.

lion. FRANK WILSON: That elec-
torate had strong claims but the decision
was in favour of the electorate of the
Honorary Minister. The personality of
the Honorary Minister w~as there and it is
a pretty strong personality too.

Hon. Wt. C. Angwin (Honorary Min-
ister) : You used that statement at Bun-
bury.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: I have used
it on several occasions with great effect.
Possibly the majority of one which the
Liberal Government enjoy in the Federal
Parliament is due to my utterances dur-
ing that campaign. After the site was
duly selected--

The Premier: That is touting for the
Interstate Commission.

Eon. FRANK WILSON: The Premier
is quite welcome to his opinion. There
has not been any touting for the Interstate
Commission.

The Premier: How did you get on?9
Hon. FRANK WILSON: I got on

splendidly; I had a nice ten days' holi-
day and but for a slight attack of bron-
chitis I enjoyed myself immensely. We
arc told in His Excellency's Speech that
the implement works are to be equipped
with modern machinery. The expert,
after having finally sent in his reports,
at any rate after Cabinet had finally de-
cided in favour of the Honorary Minis-
ter's electorate against that of the member
for Bunbury, sailed off to South Aus-
tralia and purchased the second-hand
plant and buildings of defunct implement
works there. I know the Minister for
Lands has taken me to task for making
this statement and he still states that it is
modern machinery, bitt the works in ques-
tion. have been. in existence for 12 or 15
years, and the Government have -bought
them out lock, stock and barrel.

Mr. Hcitmann: They can make a profit
out of them to-day.

Hon. FRANK WTLSON: I do not care
about that. They certainly will not make
a profit from the manufacture of imple-
merits. If you want to get good results
you must have a modern equipment and

you must have experts and properly quali-
fled men to select the equipment. That
which has been purchased by the Govern-
ment is being shifted to Rocky Bay in the
Honorary Minister's constituency, second-
hand galvanised iron and all, and we are
erecting these works which are to give us
better and cheaper farming implements
than have ever been produced before.
How can we expect such a result from
such an undertaking and tnder such man-
agement as I have indicated. There is
nothing said in the Speech in regard to
the hrickworks, but I believe a site has
been purchased and I presume shortly we
shall have a continuation of this policy of
second-hand plants. Possibly we shall hear
of a second-hand plant being purchased to
equip our State brickworks and the same
result is bound to accrue as has already
accrued in regard to the second-hand
steamers. The infatuation of inexperi-
ence, that is what I call it; second-hand
steamers, second-hand ferries, second-hand
implement works.

Mr. Underwood: Second-hand Opposi-
tion.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: And yet
Ministers expect to compete with up-to-
date appliances and works and turn out
something better and cheaper than has
ever been produced before I think, with-
out taking any notice of the gibes of my
third or fourth class friends on the back
Government benches, I have said suffi-
cient to show that there are grounds for
doubt and iiirest in respect of these ex-
perimental and speculative ventures which
have often broughzlt private firms to bank-
rufftey. I can quite understand that Min-
isters are indifferent to a loss of £40,000
on the State Steamship Service. If a
private company, or an individual, had
embarked on such an undertaking on
similar lines they would have had no op-
portunity of recovering, they would have,
been in the bankruptcy court within 12
months; and yet hon. members smile when
they put the State into the position of
having to suffer loss which would have
sent a private firm into the bankruptcy
. ourt several months ago. Now I want
to call 'attention as briefly as possible to
several other clauses in the Speech and
the first that caithes my eye is with ref-
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erenec to the Premier's visit to the Old
Country.

Mr. Swan: It was not as expensive as
yours.

lIon. FRANK WILSON: I would like
to ask what was done on that occasion .
1 have stated that it was unnecessary for
the Premier to visit London to put a cor-
rect statement of the affairs of Western
Australia before !hle people in the Home-
land, but I also admit it must, of neces-
sity, have been a great education to him.
and perhaps on that account the money
has been well spent.

The Premier: Thank you.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Press reports
which came to hand from time to time of
the Premier's proceedings tell us of
jaunts to Scotland, to Cornwall, and to
the Continent of Europe.

Mr. Green: And Japan.
The Premier: I did not touch Japan.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: And during
his meanderings to these portions of the
civilised world the Premier gave evidence
of his genial capacity, and his utterances
suited the audiences he was addressing for
the time being. When he appeared be-
fore the financiers in the metropolis of
the world he ailayed all possible alarm
by declaring for a continuation of the
Liberal policy of his predecessors, and he
pointed out the progress this great coun-
try of ours had made uinder previous Lib-
eral Governments, aand declared ini words
which stirred my admiration and made
my blood flow fast through my veins,
"Give us the people that we in Western
Australia may give them our land." But
he carefully avoided any reference to
the policy of the abolition of freeholds,
and he was -reported on one occasion to
have saaid that as, a man he would not be
driven by his followers. But, on the
other hand, contrast his remarks with
tbose bie uttered when addressine- a socia1-
istic gathering; then it was that he said
the workers had nothing to defend. He
encouraged disloyalty and practically
advised them to lay down their arms and
let foreigners come in and take posses-
si on.

The Premier: That is worthy of you.

Eon. FRANK WILSON: He hoped to
have the power conferred upon him to
nationalise all lend in Western Australia.
During the last general election, when he
e-aincd his present position, he denied
emphatically that his party or himself
had any intention of nationalising all land
in INVestern Australia, yet in London, if
he was correctly reinorled. he did not deny
it. Tile hoped soon to have the power to
nationahise all laud, notwithstanding all
other statements hie made. The Labour
Pairlintnent hats put a spoke in his wheel
during the past few weeks by stopping
his immigration policy, which was the
burdeti of his eloquence during his visit
to -t1P Uotlierland. Immigration, of
course: we want the people in order that
we may give them land; tens of thousands
of them; we are to continue the immigra-
tion pohcy, but he h9a'4 received his orders
fromn the Labour Parliament and T pre-
sume we are going to have disaster as
the result of the ces;sation of the immigra-
tion policy. Another clause in the Gor-
ernor's5 Speech statts that land settlement
is proceeding satisfactorily and it also
meiition<; that a million acres have bee-n
held up, although surveyed, as being
on the eastern margin of the reasonable
rainfall belt, and that it is being held up
until it can be proved that that land is
safe for settlement. I wonder why they
had the land surveyed; why did they not
wait until it was proved to be suitable for
settlement before they went to the ex-
pense of surveying? Statistics as pub-
lished by the Statictical Department
hardly prove the statement that land
settlemnent is proceeding satisfactorily, for
I find on turning un the figures that they
do not bear out the -tatement in the
Governor's Speech. For instance, whereas
there was grdinted uinder conditional pur-
chaqe azreenients in 1910 by the Govern-
ment with which T was connected
1.727.000) aee. in 19ll there were
gr-anted 1,349,000 acres, and in 1912. the
first year of management by my friends
opposite, the figures drnnedl to 891.000
acres-, and during the fl-st six months of
the pretent rear only 271 000 acese- have
been eranted. Free home4ead farm,: in
1910 totalled 238.000 aores: in 1911
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197,000 acres; in 1912, 186,000 acres;
and during the past six months only
66,000 acres. With these figures before
us how canl we agree with the statement
in the Governor's Speech which sets forth
that land settlement is proceeding satis-
factorily?1 My colleague altered the sys-
tern which made approvals follow the
survey; hence even the 891,000 acres
which Ministers are taking credit for in
their first year's reign. But are they
holding up settlement in the eastern dis-
tricts in order to drive settlers to the
Attorney General's district, Esperance 7
It would appear so, and the country has
been saddled with a considerable expendi-
ture of public moneys, contrary to the
advice of the responsible officers of the
Government, in order to induce settlers to
go on the land just outside of Esperanee.
Why have similar facilities not been
granted to settlers in other portions of
the State! I notice by an extract from
a newspaper, which publishes some report
which the Government have made, that
the Agricultural flank, which debars any
advance to settlers in that portion of the
State, has been supplanted by the Agri-
cultural Department and a sum of R5,583
has been spent already, and a total com-
mitment of nearly £10,000 has been made.
I want to know what justiflcation M,%in-
isters can bring forth for utilising public
moneys for settlement in an area which
up to the present, at any rate, has not
been found by experience to be suitable
for settlement, when they refuse to make
equal advance in other and more suitable
portions of the state.

Mr. fludson: In the absence of a ratil-
WayI

Ron. FRANK WILSON: flat right
have the Government to spend this money
in the absence of a railway? Parliament
refused to build that railway until further
evidence was forthcoming. Parliament
will build the line as soon as there is
sufficient evidence to prove that settle-
mient can he safely carried onl there. But
here, on the one band, we have a million
acres locked up because it is not proved
that settlement can be sucessfully car-
ried out, and on the other hand we have
a couple of million acres or so thrown

open to settlement, notwithstanding that
Parliament has not been convinced as to
the desirability of constructing that rail-
wvav, or the advisability or safety of set-
tling that district. Then we have the mat-
ter which the member for Northan re-
ferred to, the repurchased estates. We
find that selection under the Lands Pur-
chase Act has dropped from 26,000 acres
in 1910, 45,000 acres in 1911, the last year
of our tenure of office, to 6,000 acres in
1912, and some 7,000 acres during the last
six months. In June there was no selec-
tion made at all. Of course, we know
very well that the Avondale estate had
been shut up by the Minister for sonme
reason or other, and we know that every
acre of that estate could have been sold
had he aceepted the applications which
were put in. We know, on the other
hand, that Yandanooka has been pur-
chased at a large price, that the land is
being paid for on the bond system, and
that we owe the money and will some day
or other have to foot the bill. Yet that
estate is not being thrown open for settle-
ment according to the Act, but is being
utilised for running store cattle from the
North-West in order to fatten them, I
presume, for the State butcher stalls. Are
the Slate butcher stalls to foot the interest
bill on the purchase money of this estateli
Is this £6,000 per annum to be debited
against the Minister's meat stalls in Perth,
Subiaco, Fremantle, and shortly in Kal-
goorlie? If so, we are going to see just
as disastrous a result with regard to the
butcher stalls as has already overtaken
the ill-fated State steamship service. Then
I notice by these figures that the applica-
tion for pastoral leases has held fairly
good, about 7,330,000 acres during, the
last six months, and this, I take it, in-
cludes the memorable grab at Eucla by
the Premier and his colleagues. The Pre-
mier took exception to some remarks made
by my colleague yesterday in connection
with this matter. The Attorney General
waxed wvrathful and wanted to know if
corruption was implied in connection with
the taking uip of this land by the Cabinet
syndicate. My colleague did not imply
any corruption, and I do not imply cor-
ruption, hut I say that it was highly imi-
proper for Ministers to form themselves
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into a syndicate and take up this land,
and it was certainly most undignified to
see the Premier with "Brother" Chinn
bustling through the Lands Department
in order to induce the officers to grant the
land on the plans which "Brother" Chinn
bad marked.

The Premier. That is absolutely uin-
true.

Hon. FRANK WILSON:- The Premier
tells us that the Ministerial syndicate,
including one or two favoured occupants
of the Government cross-benches, are con-
cerned in these leases, and that during his
travels be had an offer which would have
left a considerable profit on the transac-
tion. It seems to me that the people in
the Old Country, or America, or wherever
he got this offer, were not going to run
after the Premier to make an offer for the
leases. Therefore, we have it on presump-
tion that the Premier approached some-
body else to get an offer. At any rate
that is the only view a commercial man
can take of the transaction, that the Pre-
mier in behalf of his Ministerial syndicate,
after paying a few pounds to get the
grant of these leases, had approached
somebody on his travels to get an offer
which would leave a profit.

The Attorney General: Do you call an
insinuation of that kind manly7

lIon. FRANK WILSON: Yes, I do.
The Premier: It is like you. That sort

of thing is up to you- You are a muck
rake.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Well, if the
Premier will deal in muck it is my duty
to rake it up, and I am going to rake it
up as long as I stand in my present posi-
tion.

.The Premier: And I am going to return
some of it; do not forget that.

Hon. FRANK WILS ON: Let the Pre-
mier return what he likes. I defy him
to return anything of this nature. He
has been at it for some years, and I do
not think he can do worse than he has in
the past.

The Premier: You might tell us what
yon are doing on Bartram's doorstep in
Melbourne every time you go over.

Hon. FRANK WILSON- Certainly,
I will tell the Premier. I was calling to

see Mr. Shepherd, a personal friend of
mine, and after I had seen him, he had
lunch with me and eventually I had dinner
with him at his private house. Both he
and Mrs. Shepherd are personal friends
of mine, and 1 take pleasure in visiting
them whenever I go to Melbourne.

The Premier:- I did not know you had
visited them, but I thought you would ad-
mit it,

Hon. FRANK WILSON: T suppose
the Premier had a private detective out,
and if all the information he gets in re-
gard to my movements is as meagre as a
call on a friend who happened to be a
director of Bartram and Company, I con-
fess he will be duafounded. at not being
able to rake up some evidence of some-
thing improper.

The Premier: You made an agreement
which meant Government expenditure to
sulit them.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: I did not.
The Premier: I say you did.
Hon. FRANK WILSON: I say the

Premier is making a false statement.
Mr, SPEAKER: Order!
Hon. FRANK WILSON: I say the

Premier is making a false statement, and
I wish him to withdraw it.

Mr. SPEARE R:- Order! the leader of
the Opposition must withdraw the asser-
tion that the Premier made a false as-
sertion.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: When he
accuses me of wrongfully spending public
money?7

Mr. SPEAKER: I do not care what
he accused you of, the statement must be
withdrawn.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: May I say
it is a wrongful statement? I am not
going to be accused of wrongfully spend-
ing public money.

Mr. SPEAKER: If the leader of the
Opposition does not withdraw the state-
ment that the Premier made a false state-
ment, I shall not allow him to proceed
further. I ask him to rise and withdraw
the assertion that the Premier made a
false statement.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Well, I say
thai it is untrue. I cannot accept a state-
ment that impugns my honour.
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Mr. SPEAKER: I have asked the hon.
member to. withdraw the words "false
statement."

Mr. Monger: See him damned first.
Ron. FRANK WILSON: Well, then,

I withdraw the words "false statement"
if you like, and say that it is an untrue
statement, or that it is a wilfully incorrect
statement.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The leader of
the Opposition must not say that it is anl
untrue statement.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Then I say
that it is a wilfully incorrect statement.

Mr. SPEAKER: Will the leader of the
Opposition take his seat. The mtember for
York must apologise for a remark he
mode, He interjected the remark, "See
him damned first."

Mr. M7onger: I apologise for having
marie the remark.

Hon. FRANK -WILSON: I now ask
that the Premier withdraw his insinua-
tion that I had improperly spent public
moneys for the benefit of Bertram. and
company.

Mr. SPEAKER: I am not going to ask
the Premier to withdraw that statement.
I refused. to ask the leader of the Oppo-
sition to withdraw a statement that a
certain person was appointed to a lv
ernment positicn because he had assisted
the lJonorary M1inister in his electorataj.
Any lion, member can make a statement,
and that stattement can be denied. The
Premier has made a statement, and the
lender of the Opposition is on his feet
and lisa the opportunity of denying it.

The Premier: But not the statement he
aeciud mec of making.

Eon. TFRM{NJ( WILSON: What state-
ment did the 'Premier make?

The Pre~mier: Not that, but I am not
going to repeat it.

lion. FRANK WILSON: The Premier
is not mani enoughl to say what his state-
mnent was,. or to withdraw it. and yet he
has the audacity to twit me with being un-
g'eilia'illy.

The Premier: So yon are.
Hon. FRANK WILSON: I would be

sorp to sit in the Premier's chair 4nd
impute against any bon. member, no
matter on which, side of the flouse, that
he hail wirongfully spent public moneys.

The Attorney General: You are doing
it all through your speech.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: I am doing
nothing of the sort. I am accusing 3liui-
stein of incapacity, maladministration, in-
eptitude, if you like.

The Attorney General: You did mnore
than that; you accused thle Premier of
hawking the lands at Endsa.

Hoti. FRANK WILSON: The Premier
told us so himself.

The Premier: Never.
Hon. FRANK WiLSON: The state-

ment is reported in thle Press and why
does not the Premier deny it?

The Attorney General:, It has been
denied ag'ain and again.

Mr, George: It has not.
l1ou. FRANK WVILSON; It has not

been denied. Why do Ministers commit
these transactions when they do not like
being told about them?

T he Premier: You did it, anyhow.
lion. FRANK WILSON: I never didl

it. T never did anything improper during
the whole of my life, let alone during my
occupancy of the Treasury bench. If
I bad done so, the hon. members would
hare been the first to put me out of that
position by every means and any means
in theit power.

The Premier: That is why you are
over there, we did put you out.

l'on. FRANK WILSON: Now the
Premier has consulted firms in the 'United
States of America, so he says, to consider
the mnatter of boring for water on this
syndicate's land in order to prove their
lIona tides. I wonder whiat is wrong with
the firms and individuals we have in Aus-
tralia who have been boring for water
successfully for many years, and I wonder
if lie is going to carry any conviction
with the people of this State because he
has consuilted some firm to consider the
possibility of horing for water in this
con ntn'.

The Premier: 'What has that to do with
polities?

The Attorney General: It is mud throw-
ing.

Rjon. FRANK WILSON: I have told
the Attorney General,' that if he will wal-
low in dirt he must expect to get some
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that wvill stick to him. We, when in office,
took care to safeguard the public interest
by resering a large tract of country on
either side of the proposed route of this
railway-

Mr. D~wyer: You reserved the Avondale
estate, too.

Hon. FRANiK WILSON: So that mem-
bers should not get within a certain dis-
tance of the track itself, but they take
good care to get as near as possible. I
do not see anything illegal in the thing.
I have never imputed corruption, indeed,
but they knew that their duty as Mini-
sters if they thought this land was too
cheap, and was going to have, a
large unearned increment attached to its
value, was to preserve the increment to
the State, and it was their duty to with-
hold any granting of pastoral lands until
they had an opportunity of amending their
legislation and putting what they consid-
ered was a fair value upon it. They did
not look after the interests of the State,
but rushed the Lands Office and were the
first to get in. According to the Premier,
we are only disgruntled because they got
in ahead of hs. Ministers can always get
in ahead of the public if they like to make
use of the information at their disposal,
especially it they have someone like
brother Chiun to see what an opportunity
they have for making money. If anything
would make a man think that Ministers
were false to their trust, it is a transgres-
sion of this description, which one cannot
call corrupt or illegal, but is certainly
improper from my way of thinking. We
have somewhat marvellous ideas of Minis-
tens' offices with regard to rectitude of con-
duct, and marvellous ideas as to political
morality. We have the Premier, who,
-while we were in office, was a great chaint-
pion of the liberties of the civil servants,
and who advocated on every occasion, in
season and out of season, that civil ser-
vants should have perfect freedom, even
to go on to the hustings and attack the
Government of the day, if they thought
fit; we have him actually eornplaining
because civil servants have taken the lib-
erty which he suggested was theirs, and
according to him, had actually canvassed
in the corridors of the public offices on

[6)

behalf of the Liberal candidate, Mr. Fowl-
er, during the recent Federal elections.
He made a marvellous statement at a
social with regard to the civil servants.
According to the report of the recent
Labour social he said, referring to the
defeat of Mr. McCallumn at the Federal
election-

He believed that that defeat had been
due to the action of a good number of
the civil servants who had deliberately
and openly canvassed in the public de-
partmnents for Mr. Fowler, because they
claimed they, as public servants, were
not getting a f air deal from the State
Labour Government. (A voice "They
are getting too much as it is now")
But the time would soon arise when lie,
as Premier, would take the opportunity
of telling the people what the Govern-
ment had done for the civil servant, and
it would be shown what consideration
the civil servant was getting to-day,
compared with the workers outside the
service. (Hear, hear.) The civil ser-
vants apparently were not satisfied with
the fair deal they had received, but
wished to squeeze even more out of the
public purse, regardless of the interests
of the public as a wvhole. (Hear, hear.)
And, as far as he was concerned, be was
not going to allow one section of the
community to obtain certain things and
squeeze more out of the taxpayers'
pockets.. while others were without fair
rates of wage,

That is manly and straightforward. The
Premier was taking what he considered
to be a proper stand to put the civil ser-
vants in their right place, and was not
going to allow them to do any squeezing.
He said-

The State Government had done a
great deal for the civil servants during
the last two years, more, perhaps, than
should have been done.

There is an admission at once, "Mfore than
should have been done." The report oft
his speech continued-

And he wanted to say that night that
when the people were shortly told by
him all that the Government had done
for the civil servants, they would tell
the public servants that in opposing
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Mr. McCallum they had acted -wrongly,
and, moreover, shown a paltry spirit.

Did any one ever hear such a peculiar
announcement! According to the Permier,
the public servants, in opposing the Lab-
our candidate, bad shown a paltry spirit,
in view of the consideration he had meted
out to them. According to the Premier's
words that consideration was more than
they ought to have received; they hail
acted in a paltry spirit iii opposing 'Mr.
McCallum's candidature. How could any
hion. member possibly put any other con-
struction on those words?

31r. -Munsie: You could.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: I could put
a construction on the hon. member if T
liked. I quite understand that hon. mem-
bers do not like this; they must expect
criticism, and it is my ditty to criticise.
See how a leading morning paper in Vie-,
toria views this question. I guess the Pre-
mier has not read this short article.

The Premier: Oh yes, I have; you are
quoting it from the Daily News.

cause his plot failed. His intention
was not to deal fairly with the public
servants, but to induce them to vote for
his party by paying them a large
amount from the public funds. It seems
that the State servants regarded their
increases as neither bribe nor favour,
but as justice. Either Mr. Seaddan
gave the public servants at measure of
justice or be misappropriated public
money. His own words as to the
"trysiie and wrong action" of
the State senvants are open to inter-
pretation aS a Confession Of a Misuse
of the moneys in the Treasury. And
the confession is ingenuous. Mr. Sead-
dan sees no wrong in it. This brings
us to this position: that if it be right
to give increases to public servants on
the understanding that they wilt sup-
port the generous party, it is equally
right to 'withhold them because of the
omission to support a particular party.

Mr. Muinsie: You will have arrived.
somewhere directly.

Hon.FRAN WISON:TheartileHon. FRANK WILSON: The article

I have here states-gosntoay

Mr. Scaddan, Premier of Western
Aushralia, is a Yeny candid gentleman.
He acknowledges that the public ser-
,ants of Western Australia are expected
to vote for Labour becauise the State
Labour M1inistry has done something
fo~r them. He complains that public
servants "canmnssed for Mr. Fowler,"
the Liberal candidate for Perth, "in
spite of all that the Scaddan Govern-
wepnt has done for them." He is in-
di-nant about it. While 'Mr. Seaddan
is shuiddering at the ingratitude on the
part of the public servants more en-
ligxhtened people will reflect upon the
moral vwist in the mind of a man who
can assume, as a matter of course, that
Ministers may, by spending public
funds;, ensure votes 'being given in re-
turn. Mr. Scaddan's position may be
thus expressed: "We bare bribed these
people and they refuse to do the job."
TI is very disappointing to Mr. Sead-
dan:. it is very insulting to the public
servants. The community can only con-
clude that 'Ar. Seaddan is annoyed be-

It will be perfectly in accordance with
Mr. Scaddan's ethics if he punishes the
public servants for their baseness. He
will, of course, see no wrong in that;
he cannot o" the hypothesis that the
public servants have erred in omitting
to do what he paid them to do. He cart
justify holding a blunderbuss at tbe
public service and saying, "Not another
penny until you vote for my party."
It is very far-reaching and full of pos-
sibilities this idea of public morality.
The buying and selling of support can
be reduced to almost an exact science,
and intimidation is absurdly simple to
the man in possession of the public
purse. It is a dreadful thing, sugges-
tivo of a trust or of Tammany, for
private individuals to use their private
wealth to buy votes; but for public
men to uise the public money to buy a
block vote is something in an alto-
gether different category. One is a
crime;, the other is-poicy.

%fr. , eDowall: Very pathetic; that is
a typical Argu8 article.
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Eon. FRANK WILSON: Could there
be a more scathing indictment of the fook-
ish announcement made by the Premier?9

The Premier: Could there be any
greater rubbish printed?

Mr. Meflowall: It is mighty indeed.
The Attorney General: "M1ite" is the

word. What do they say about Fowler?
Hon. FRANK WILSON : I do not

know -what the Age said about Mr.
Fowler. I do not think it said much. I
was not quoting from the Age.

The Attorney General - No; it was
from your conservative hack; a precious
piece of spleen.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Hon. FRANK WILSON : I have al-
ready exposed some of the fallacies under
which the present Administration are
labouring and the erroneous views they,
appear to take of their responsible posi-
tions. I propose now to criticise briefly
the public works policy. We are told in
His Excellency's Speech that a vigorous
public works policy has been consistently
maintained, and that 256 additional miles
of railway have been opened for traffic.
Remembering full well the pronounce-
ments made fromv time to time by the
Minister for Works, and parrot-like re-
peated on more than one occasion by the
Premier of the State, to the effect that
his Government were doing more than
twice as much as any other Government
bad done in respect to railway construc-
tion, one naturally turns to the public
records to see what has been the result
of their efforts. I find that the Statis-
tical Abstract gives the mileage of rail-
ways that have been opened from year
to year, and if hon. mnembers like to con-
suit this they will see that these boasts
that have been made by responsible min-
isters have no foundation in fact. If we
take the last year of the Liberal Gov-
erment's term of office. 1911. we find that
231 miles of new railways were opened.
In the next year, 1912. the first year of the
present Administration, 222 miles of new
railway were opened, nil more or less rail-
ways that were well under way and in
progress when they took ollice. In 1913,

according to the Governor's Speech, we
have 256 additional miles of railway
opened and handed over to the Working
Railways Department to be run. But
that 2.56 miles of opened railways in-
cludes the Port Hod land-Marble Bar
railway, which was well on towards com-
pletion when they took office, and was
only officially opened on the 1st July
of last financial year, namely, 1912. So
it is easily seen that all this boastfulness
is so much wind which ought to carry
no -weight with thinking members of the
public. In 1911, according to the Stat-
istical Abstract, we spent £643,000 on
railway construction, and in 1912 oar
friends opposite spent £1,213,000. Of
course they say "tLook at the employ-
ment we have given." They say "We
have bought more rolling stock." It is
true they have spent more on rolling
stock, but even allowing for all increased
expenditure in that direction I venture
to say that when the truthful records
of costs are produced, it will be found
that the work done by the Public Works
Department during- the last two years
cannot hear any1 comparison to the econo-
mical work carried out during the pre-
vious Administration.

llr. Hritrunn : The officers are the
sanic.

Hon. FRA'NKX- WILSON1T: But there is
a different Mfinister. And yet we have
this continued aqssertion, which is grouind-
less, that the present Administration are
doing more in the 'way of public works
construction than any of its predeces-
sors. WYe look to the. Speech to sec what
we mnay expect in the immediate future
in this connection, and I draw the at-
tention of hon. members to the railway
programme that ouir friends placed before
the country in His Excellency's Speech.
WTe are to be asked to give authority for
the construction of railway lines to open
up the Esperance agricultural areas. This
is the only railway we are to be asked to
give authority to construct:- a line which on
two previous occasions has been broug-ht
before Parliament, and on both occasions
has been thrown out, for the reason that
Parliament as a whole is not satisfied
tlhat these agricultural areas are s-iilablc
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for successf ul settlement, or wilt warrant
the huge expenditure that will be at-
tached to the construction of that work.
We know full well that is the posi-
tion, and hon. members know well that
members of the Opposition in this Assem-
bly will not oppose the construction of
that line if this 2,000,000 acres of agricul-
tural land, Avhich is supposed to be good
agricultural land, is proved to be good in
fact. Rut they do oppose the lauinching
of heavy expenditure on a project which
has been condemned by some of the best
experts the State possesses, and which
up to the present has not been proved to
be land which can be successfully and
profitably worked,

The Premier - Who are these experts?
Hon. FRANKI WILSON : 'Mr. Pater-

son condemned it.
The Premier . He did not condemn it.
Hon. FRANK WILSON : I have on

many occasions given the House the re-
commendation Mr. Paterson laid before
us as a Government. fle showed that
it was risky. He proved that it would be
unwise to incur this expenditure until
actual proof of the suitability of the land
was forthcoming, and he recommended
that steps be taken to prove its suitability.
That has not yet been done, notwith-
standing which we have the Government
putting into the Governor's mouth as the
only railuny project to be considered dur-
ing the present session the railways to
tap these agricultural areas, railways
which have been refused by Parliament
on two previous occasions. What about
the extension of other agricultural lines?
Here wve have an intimation that surveys
have been authorised for the 'Margaret
River-Flinders Bay railway and for the
extension of the Wagin-Kookering rail-
way and the itatanning-Nampup railway.
The Margaret River railway was pro-
mised by the Premier twenty months ago,
with the additional promise that a Bill
for its construction would be introduced
and carried. And thre Premier promised
lRAt year again that the Bill would be in-
troduced this session of Parliament. Now
we hare this position taken up, we have
this attitude taken up, namely, that the
Government. apparently are going to re-

pudiate that promise, notwithstanding
that they have recently purchased
Milar's Trading Company's line from
the Margaret River to Flinders Bay.
Why is this attitude taken uip? Why is
the railway policy of the State to ha hung
up on accounit Of the Esperanee railway
line ? 'is it that Ministers are going to
force Parliament to carry out a prolect
which they believe to he unsound, by re-
fusing any other railway construction
until that project is assented to by Par-
liament? Is it because another House has
refused to pass a measure which will en-
tail an enormous expenditure of money
on flimasy grounds? Will the Premier
tell rie that he is justified in shelving a
line which he promised on two occasions
merely because-

The Premier :I promised the Esper-
ance line,

lion. FRANK WILSON : The Esper-
anee line has not received approbation at
the hands of another place.

The Minister for Works :How do you
know that the Margaret River line will
receive it 2

Hon. FRANK 'WILSON:. Try it and
see. The Premier kept his promise in
regard to the Esperance line and btlought
down his Bill, but he is not going to keep
his promise in regard to the 'Margaret
River line because his Esperance line is
niot passed, and, I presume, because also
the Marzaret River line is in my elec-
torate. If this is the wvay we are going to
develop our State, namely, by hanging up
important works, refusing extensions of
OUr agricultural railways, stopping our
immgration policy at the behest of the
Labour parliament, which has been sitting
recently, according to the Worker, then we
muay expect to see shortly, in conjunction
with the losses on our State enterprises, a
condition of financial disaster and stagna-
tion which has never been passed through
before. -Ministers are not concerned as
to the progress of the State. All they care
for is to carry out their own party policy.
And in regard to an interjection as to
this line being in my electorate, let me
point out that all this agitation and pres-
sure is brought to bear in the electorate
of my friend the Attorney General.
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The Attorney General: Because it de-
serves it.

Hon. PRANK WILSON: Unfor-
tunately, the hon. member deserves a lot
that he does not get. The important
question of finance is one which we cannot
debate at any extent at the present time.
It is true the figures have been published
at the end of the financial year, but with-
out the full details which the Public Ac-
counts will provide later on it is impos-
sible to make an accurate analysis of the
financial position. As presented by these
figures. however, we can point out the
fact that the deficit of £287,000 shown
in the Treasurer's Budget Speech of last
year, that is~the accumulated deficit wvhich
he anticipated at the end of this year,
has swollen to £31,000, and this after
annexing something like £40,000 from the
credit of a special fund to provide interest,
etcetera, on harbour improvements in
connection with our Frenmantle harbour
extension. The Treasurer, and I pre-
sume his colleagues, feel perfectly justi-
fied in annexing this sum to decrease the
deficit-that deficit which has been an in-
cubus during their occupancy of the Trea-
sury bench--

The Premier: You never had one, did
youI

H~on. FRANK WILSON: A deficit
growing larger and larger notwithstand-
ing the emphatic promises made by the
Treasurer from time to time that the de-
ficit would be extinct and a thing of the
past each succeeding session. When I
took charge of die Treasury I had to face
a very stringent financial term. I found
a deficit which it took all my time, with
the assistance of my colleagues, to
stem-

The Premier: You did not stem it.
Ron. FRANK WILSON: And to create

into a surplus.
The Premier: Oh, oh!
Hon. FRANK WILSON: I found a

sum of L80,000 standing to the credit of
a trust account being the proceeds of
sales of Government property. Accord-
ing- to the ethics of the Premier, I ought
to have used it to wipe out my deficit.

The 'Minister for Lands: You could not,
because it was the result of selling pro-
perty bought by loan lands.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: I could have
taken it as easily as the Premier has taken
this money, which was standing to a trust
account for a special purpose, but I did
not do it.

The Premier: You did it in practice.
Hon. FRANK WILSON: I took a vote

of Parliament as to how I should deal
with that £80,000, and I spent the money
in accordance with the instructions of Par-
liament and not to decrease my deficit.
But the Premier in his anxiety to show a
good financial balance, will annex any-
thing he can lay his hands upon. He has
annexed this £40,000 standing to the
credit of a trust account for a special
purpose, and heaven only knows what
else we shall discover later on.

The Premier: You do not attempt to
stati it correctly.

Hon. FRANX WILSON: The Premier
in the course of his Budget Speech, of
which he was by no manner or means
ashamed, stated that he would predict,
for the second time, with some degree of
certainty that the deficit would he extinct
within 24 months. Well, months have
gone by, the deficit is £311,000, according
to his figures, and £:350,000 odd so far as
we know. What hope has he got of ex-
tinguishing that deficit within the next
twelve or eighteen months. If be goes on
handling the finances of this State duritig
the remainder of his tenure of office in
the same manner as he has done during
the past two years there is nothing but a
huge debt to be faced, and extra taxation
to be imposed by whoever may he in
powver, extra taxation which our settlers
and our citizens at the presenit time can
ill afford to bear. In addition to this
loose handling of current revenue we have
had loan funds borrowed to the tune of
some five millions during the past twvo
years. During the wvhole of my occu-
pancy of the Treasury-six years-I bor-
rowed something like seven millions of
money, a little under that sum, I think,
but the party opposed to borrowing on
principle rush in, grab all the money they
can get at any price they can get it, bor-
row five millions within two years, and I
wonder how much of that five millions is
left to-day. Now, let me turn my atten-
tion just for a moment to the proposed
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legislation. Let me ask hon. members to
glance at the legislation which we are to
consider according to the Governor's
Speech during the present session of Par-
liamnent. Most of it is a re-bash of pre-
vious sessions, Bills which we have- had
before us, many of which could not be
dealt with for lack of opportunity, and
others of which were thrown out because
Ministers were unreasonable and would
not listen to a reasonable compromise. We
have to have our liquor laws modelled
and revised in the direction of complete
local option. I presume this is in fulfil-
ment of an agreement-if I may term it
as sucbl-which the Rev. Tregear stated
had been come to between himself and the
Premier. 'The Local Option Bill will be
introduced once more, the Bill wvhich was
lost during the last session of Paflia-
ment, and it is to be made a party ques-
tion, and the Premier is going to see that
it is carried onl this occasion. I notice
that the Labour parliament apparently
will have none of it.

Mr. Green: It is a great bogey to you.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: What posi-
tion is the l'remier in now? On the one
hand we have the Rev. Tregear who says
he has the Premier's promise that this
Bill will be introduced again and made a
party measure, and will be put through.
On the other hand we have the Labour
parliament, the delegates to which said
they will have none of this Bill, but
that the laws must be left as they
are at present, and they made this de-
cision owing to the opposition of the
Honorary Minister, one of the Premier's
colleagues on the Treasury benches.
We are to have before us again the Mines
Regulation Act Amendment to stop night
shifts onl the mines. We are to have this
language test imposed time after time in
order that poor Italians who are residing
in our State should he thrown out of em-
ployment as soon as an inspector can be
found -who will impose such a test as pro-
bably ninety per cent, of the English
workers themselves could not pass, and a
reasonable request made by the represen-
tatives of the different mn ines-

_Mr. Heitmann: And the Chamber of
Mines.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: And the
Chamber of Mines, that a foreign worker
who has once successfully lpassed any test
should be exempt from further examina-
tions, is thrown to one side. No; they are
to be examined time after time until we
canl get rid of these objectionable workers
according to the tenets of the party in
power, who are working in the interests
of one class, and one class only.

Mr. Green: That is the whole of the
State.

Honl. FRANK WILSON: Then we are
to he treated with a repetition of the Pub-
lic Works Committee Bill. This Bill was
rejected by Parliament last year, but it is
to he brought once more before Parlia-
ment, and I presume that in view of the
additional pressure and the refusae? of rail-
way construction where it is so badly
needed, the Government will try to force
this measure through another place. Hon.
members know the reason why the Public
Works Committee Bill was objected to,
both by members on this side of the House
and by members elsewhere, and has any-
thing happened during the last twelve
months to warrant Ministers in thinking
that members have altered their opinions?

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Mfin-
ister) : Your party has adopted the policy.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Are the Gov-
ernment anxious to provide a posit ion of
emolument for adherents of their party in
connection with this Public Works Com-
mittee BillI that they must needs try to
force the measure down the throats of
politicians. It seems we are going to waste
the time of this Parliament mostly during
the present session rather than carry out
useful work, giving liberty to the subject
to advance hiis own interests and fashion
his own fortune in his own way, with as
much liberty and freedom as we can con-
fer upon him. The Lebour parliament
sat and offered congratulations to lion.
members supporting the Government, ex-
pressed appreciation of the actions of
the Government notwithstanding, as I said
before, that every principle advanced by
Ministers who were sitting in that Con-
gress was defeated. According to the
Congress, Ministers had shown great ad-
ministrative ability, and bad also managed
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well the financial affairs of the State. I
have pointed out some of the administra-
tive ability exhibited by Ministers in con-
trol of the departments. I have proved
some of the financial disaster which
must follow, and has already fol-
lowed the management of the financial
affairs of this State by the Premier and
his colleagues. I, of course, cannot en-
dorse this eulogy of the Labour parlia-
ment whiehis the master of hon. members
supporting the Government. The ship of
State is on a lee shore--

Mr. Taylor: On the rocks.

Ron. FRANK WILSON: And is fast
drifting on to the financial rocks in the
bands of incapable administrators, and I
hope that it will not be long before the
people of this State have an opportunity
of voicing their opinion at the ballot box
as to wvhether Ministers and their follow-
ers have conducted the administration of
the affairs of this State in the satisfac-
tory manner which the resolution carried
by the Congress would lead us to believe.

Mr. Munsie: Where did you read that
resolution?

Hon. FRANK WILSON: In the
Worker.

Mr. Mfunsie: No.
Mr. George: Well, it is true.
'Mr. Munsie: It is not.
Mr. George: You have your orders, you

know.
Hon. FRANK WILSON: It is pub-

lished in the hon. member's party paper
anyhow.

The PREMIER (Ron. J. Scaddan) : It
has been the usual practice when the
leader of the Opposition hurls an indict-
ment against the Government, for the
head of the Government to ask for an ad-
journment in order that he might prepare
something by way of a reply and justifi-
cation for the actions of the Government
during the recess, but on this occasion
there is so much that is of the nature of
abuse and innuendo, and not fair criticism
of the actions of the Government, that 1
am going to take this the earliest oppor-
tunity, of replying to some of the state-
ments made by the leader of the Opposi-
tion. I say I have been in this House for
something like nine years, and I have

never on any occasion to my knowledge
heard a speech delivered by any member,
much less by a leader of the Opposition,
and one who bad previously occupied the
position of Premier, that will in any way
compare with the delivery made by the
hon. gentleman this evening for accusa-
tions of a nature which do not do him
credit, and which, if there was the slight-
est likelihood of them doing im good,
would not do credit to the Parliament of
Western Australia. The hon. member evi-
dently imagines that we should follow in
the tracks of some of those engaged in
politics in other parts of the world, such
as America, and endeavour to wake the
public believe that every man who enters
public life does so as a business and for
the purpose of making something at the
expense of the people, and he considers
that by making the people believe this
he will be able to regain some of his lost
gloryf. I tell the hon. member that it is
merely because his case is so bad that he
has to fall hack on such utterances, and
actions such as those he has adopted. I
have waited for months to hear from the
lion. member or those attached to.the Lib-
eral party some of the statements made
this evening by the leader of the Opposi-
tion, and last evening by the member for
Northam and a few of the echoes by the
member for Murray-Wellington.

Mlr. George: A few of what?
The PREMIER: The hon. member

never speaks, he only echoes what others
say. I wvant to say that they have been
exceedingly careful and I might also say
clever in avoiding saying straight out
wvhat they have attempted to lead the pub-
lic to believe by way of innuendo
and inference, as they have done
to-night and last night. If the bon.
member cau prove any one of the
statements that he made with regard to
what might be termed suspicious actions,
as Lhe asserted on one occasion, on the part
of my colloaq~ues and myself, he has the
right to stand up and demand a public
enquiry. He has no right, how-
ever, occupying the position he does
as leader of a party which one
day' hopes to replace those who are
now on the Treasurery benches, to leave
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the suspicion in the minds of the public
that those who are in charge as trustees
are attending to their own interests
against the interests of the people as a
whole. It will probably some day reflect
upon himself. The hon. member has occu-
pied himself so much this evening in get-
tig into the gutter and scraping up mud
and throwing it across the Chamber that
I propose, at the risk of being called a
bore, to also get down there and throw
a little back and see whether it will stick.
One of the reasons why the people of the
State removed him from the Treasury
bench to the position of leader of the Op-
position was because in the opinion of the
great bulk of the people he was not to be
trusted in politics. The statemen~t has
been uttered on every side that the leader
of the 0 position is undoubtedly clever and
smart in polities, but he is not to be
trusted. It comes from his own friends
and the hion. member knows full well that
when recently a president of the Liberal
League had to be appointed, he had a
strong opponent in the member of another
place who ran him pretty close for the
position.

Hlon. Frank Wilson: You are wrong.
The PREMIER: Some of his friends

have told me that they even went round
touting at the meeting urging those who)
were supporting the other gentleman to
support the leader of the Opposition be-
cause they pointed out that it would be
a tremendous loss of prestige to the leader
of the Opposition and the party if hie
were defeated.

Hon. Frank 'Wilson; You are absolute-
ly wrong.

The PREMITER: And it is because of
that touting and the assistance be got from
his friends that he is to-day President of
the Liberal League.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Quite wrong.
The PRE-MIER: The hon. member may

not know it, but I can assure him it is
true. The gentleman to whom I particu-
larly refer is looked upon by the Liberals
in this State as a man who will lead the
Liberal party at the next general elections;.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Well, why not?
The PREMIER: I want to know why

i t is so.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Why is it so?
The PREMIER: I am telling the lion.

member.
Hon. Frank Wilson: But is it so?
The PREMIER:- It is so, and it is be-

cause they look upon the leader of the
Opposition as a smart politician, but too
smart to trust on the Treasury bench;
yet the hon. member comes here and talks
about land deals and powellising con-
tracts.

lIon. Frank Wilson: Yes, explain them.
The PREMIER: I am going to do s.,

and I shall compare them with some of
the deals the leader of the Opposition has
made.

flea. Frank Wilson: Bring them all in.
The Minister for Works: The Clare-

mont Asylum.
The PREMIIER: Yes, I can bring in

the Claremont Asylum, in the construction
of which the hon. member's brother-in-
law was interested and I can also refer to
the railway where the hon. member's
greatest friend in the State called upon
him and obtained the contract at £6,500
above the departmental estimate.

Hon. Frank Wilson: That is not true-
The PREMIER: It is on record;- it is

in Hansard. I say the statement IS cor-
rect. The files show that the tenders were
turned down because they were too much
above the departmental estimate, and the
gentleman whom I said was the greatest
friend of the leader of the Opposition
was sent for to go and see the 'Minister
in his ole. But there is nothing On re-
record to show what transpired in the
office, except that the tender at £6,600
above the departmental estimate was
accepted. and as the member for 'Murray-
Wellington would say by echo, "I wonder
what he did with the money"?

lion. Frank Wilson: Did not the En-
gineer-in-Chief recommend it ?

The PREMER: Let me deal with the
statements of the leader of the Opposi-
tion.

Mr. George: What is the name of that
individualq

The PREMITER:- I am not 'worried
about the name, the bon. member knows
it. The leader of the Opposition made
reference to what he termed the "Encla
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land grab, " and he has been endeavour-
ing- by innuendo-

Hon. Prank Wilson:- Not innuendo.
The PREMIER: Yes, by innuendo, to

make it appear that Ministers were
iii possession of some particular infor-
mation which was not available to the
general public, and that wve withheld it
from the public -when we rushed to the
Lands Department as soon as we obtained
it and took rip th e best part of th e land. If
we have done that, let mue tell the leader
of the Opposition that we would have
been guilty of a most improper action
for which we ought to bc hurled from the
Treasury bench, but I want to tell the
leader of the Opposition that all the in-
formation which was available to us was
available to everyone for two years prior
to the application for that land being
lodged by myself. It was so much known
to the leader of the Opposition that his
Government brought down a Bill reducing
the rent for the Eucla land to encourage
people to take it up, but that -was not
successful. We took it up, on the infor-
mation -which was available to others
openly and above board, and I might
say that we wvent to the Lands Depart-
ment, asked for plans, put in an applica-
tion and paid the money so that everyone
could see it, in such a way that everyone
would knowwAhat had been done, and the
Lands Department advertised the fact
that we had taken up the land. The result
then was that there was a. general rush.
The position to-day is that those who have
taken up land in the Enela district can
do nothing with it. until they discover
water by boring. To say that we should
have increased the rents when only two
years before the Government of which the
leader of the Opposition was the head de-
liberately brought down a Bill to reduce
the rents, knowing the difficulties that the
people who would settle there would have
to contend with, and in order to give them
an opportunity of making a start with-
out being called upon to pay heavy ren-
tals, and also ]knowing full well that un-
less the Government did something of the
kind the land would never be settled, is
altogether absurd. If the- hon. me'mber
knows of anything wrong in that tranls-
action I challenge him to state it deliber-

ately and not continually throw imnen-
does about, and not make it appear that
we were guilty of some action that was
wrong and improper. If he knows of
any information which was available to
us, hut which was not available to the
general public, he has my permission to
go to the Lands Department, and if he
can ascertain that the information which
was available to us, was not available
twelve months before we selected that
land I will resign my position from pub-
lic life altogether. The hon. member sees
something improper in anything that is
done for the working man. We know
full well that he considers it improper
for the wvorking -man to have a horne of
his own. He wants to pay a tribute to
his friends the landlords.

Hlon. Frank 'Wilson: It was a part of
my policy.

The PREMI1ER: Certainly, to keep the
landlord in possession always.

Hon. Frank Wilson: No, the workers'
homes.

The PRE'MIER: The hon. inernher
never had any such intention.

Hon. Frank Wilson: You stole thle
policy.

The PREMIER: It was also part of
the policy of the hon. member's party
to procure steamships to trade in the
North-West.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Yes.
The PREMIER: The hon. member says

"(yes,"1 but when it was done by this Gov-
ermnent of course it was wrong. It was
all right when the hon. member made it a
part of his policy. The hon. member said
our action was improper. Mlay I draw
attention to some of the actions of our
friends opposite and throw the light of
the day on them to let the people see
how they compare with what is called
"the Eucla land grab."

Hon. Frank Wilson: They cannot clear
you.

The PREMIER:; We do not want clear-
ing.

Ron. Frank Wilson: Yes, you do.
The PREMIER: I would like the hon.

member to say what he mueans. At one
time his Government were responsible
for the establishment of a smelter at
Ravensthorpe, but before they put it into
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use they sold it for less than it cost to
build. That is scrapping. They asked for
the money from the public to put it up
and then banded it over to private enter-
prise, and what did private enterprise
do?

Rion. Frank Wilson: I was not con-
nected with that Government.

The PREMIER: The hon. member has
been connected with all past Liberal Ad-
ministrations, and he knows it. What
did that Government do? They closed
the smelter down and to-day we arc faced
wvith the position that the field can only
live hy this Government asking the pub-
lie to give us the money to build a new
smelter to assist the prospectors. That is
the sort of action our friends opposite
have been responsible for.

Hion. Frank Wilson: I was not in Par-
liament then.

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Minis-
ter) : You were a member of the Govern-
ment.

The PREMTIER: After selling that
smelter for less than it cost they even
went so far as to build a -railway, the
most unprofitable that we have to con-
trol. I might again ask the question,
what prompted our friends to build that
railway?

31r. 'Underwood: And what did they do
with the money?

The PREIWIER: Yes, that muight be
asked. Then we know what happened
-with retzard to the Bullfinch field. The
hon. member was then occupying a high
position. and he gave utterance to a boom
,speech which brought discredit to this
State among mining investors in the old
world. You cannot go to London now
without hearing a reference made to that
boom speech by the then Treasurer, which
the people at Home consider a disgrace-
ful performance, and which did this State
considerable harm. The then Government
rushed through a railway for the pur-
pose of going to a field where there was
not yet a mnine, but where there was a bit
of a pot hole 100 feet deep, and the hen.
member by some means became possessed
of some of the shares in the Bullfinch
mine.

Hon. Frank Wilson: On a point of ex-
planation-

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem-
ber can explain with the permission of
the Premier.

The PREMIER: I have no objection.
Hon. Frank Wilson: I explained fully

at the time that before I introduced the
Bill for the railway to Bullfinch, I pur-
chased 100 shares at £1 each. Hon. mem-
bers will hear me out in that.

Mfr. Underwood: You got in on the
ground floor.

Hon. Frank Wilson: I got in on the
ground floor, at par. The shares to-day
are worth 14s., and I hold them still.

The PREMIER: I am just as wise
after the explanation and so is, the House.
T said, and I repeat, that the bon. member
and his Government made boom speeches
in connection with the Bullfinch Field,
and made statements that were not in
accordance with fact, that the hon. mem-
ber then pushed through a railway, and
that he hecame possessed of shares in the
Bullfinch mine.

Hon. Frank Wilson: You said I became
possessed of them by some means or
other.

The PRENiER: And I leave it to the
public to draw their own conclusions.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Dirt?
The PREMIER: The hon. member

does not like his own medicine. He talks
about throwing mud, but when some of
it comes back and sticks, he does not
like it. I made reference by interjection
this evening to the known frendliness of
the leader of the Opposition with Bar-
tram & Co., of Melbourne, and T further
interjected that TF had no knowledge of his
visit to them before he admitted it, but
I chanced my aim. I also said he was
responsible for entering into an agree-
irent with Bartramn & Co., or the same
neople here, which meant an expenditure
of a large sum of public money which
would only interest Bertram & Co.

Hfon., Frank Wilson : Where ?
The PRF3ITEFR : The hon, member

knows where, but lie needs to refresh his
memory somewhat. Bartram & Co. are
the people who received all the advant-
age, and the State none. and that was by
the expenditure of a large sum of money
in the hon. mnember's own district.

Hon. Frank Wilson - In Busseltont

140



[30 JuL, 1913.1 4

The PREMfIERF% : Yes. I notice that
the bon. members occupying the front
opposition benches all lose their memor-
ies, particularly when promissory notes
are taken.

Hon. Frank Wilson:- The agreement
was a justification for the expenditure,
nal the Minister for Works said that it
was absolutely justified.

The PIRE'iLER : I do not care whether
it was justified or not, but I am just-
saving, that the hion. member entered into
that agreement. The leader of the Op-
position can see nothing but wrong and
something of a suspicious nature, to quote
his o-%n words, in the agreement that we
entered into for utilising- our karri for-
ests. But, of course, there is nothing
suspicious. in his tutering into an agree-
ment with some of his best friends, which
meant an advantage to them.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: I brought
the agreement to Parliament and you ap-
proved of it.

The Minister for Works . We will
give you the agreement you brought to
Parliament and the one you eventually
fixed LIP.

Hon. Frank Wilson : And you said it
was justified.

The PREMIER : Let me say further
that the leader of the Opposition was a
member of the Government who repur-
chiased an estate from one of their own
supporters, and one of the gentlemen who
recommended the purchase was none
other than the brother of the mem-ber for
Northamn.

IIon. Frank Wilson : I do not know
anything about that.

The PRTY IR: Oh. no! Of course.
everybody else is responsible for suspi-
ciou.s actions. but the hon. member throws
uip his hands in horror when it is sug-
gested that anything of a suspicious
nature could come from him or his
friends. At the time when the estate
was repurchased. the Federal Land Tax
was pressing fairly heavily on the owner,
and lie received from the State something
like C£50,000, hut although it was adver-
tised from one end of the State to the
other, the department received only two
applications for blocks, and one was from

Sir Newton Moore. Yet the bon. member
says that we have withheld the estate
from settlement.

lion. Frank Wilson : So you have.
The PREMTERU: Can we settle 2,000

acres of rock I We are not road-making
to the extent of being able to afford to
pay a5 per acre for the rock. Speaking
of land, the hon. member will not be for-
getf ul of the fact that the people of this
State found money -for the purpose of re-
purchasing the Narratarra Estate, and the
hon, member for Northam, then Minister
for Lands, and his family' , practically col-
lared the whole of the estate, and are
repaying the money to the State over a
number of years.

Hon. Frank Wilson : That is not true.
The PREMIER : I say it is correct.

I made the statement before and I re-
peat it.

Hon. Frank Wilson : The hon. mem-
ber for Northam only bought for his
son after everybody else had had the op-
portunity.

Mr. SPEAKER : The Leader of the
Opposition must not make the statement
that something said by the Premier is not
true.

Hlon. Frank Wilson : But the Premier
made that same statement to me, before
tea.

Mr. SPEAKER : I do not care what
statement the Premier made before tea.

Hon. Frank Wilson :You will remem-
her, 'Mr. Speaker, that You culled him
to order for it.

Mr. SPEAKERH : No, I objected to
the statement of the Leader of the Op-
position that the Premier hadi made a
false statement.

Hon. Frank Wilson : I know that, but
you must remember. Sir, the statement
he made to me.

Mr. SPEAKER :I should be sorry to
do any injustice to either one side or the
other, but I think it better that members
should not use the expression that a
statement made by another member is
Luntrule.

The PREUTER: Nothing hurts like
the truth, and the hon. member can ap-
preciate the truth when he hears it; he
is appreciating it to its full to-night.
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Let me tell the House that it does not
give me pleasure to be obliged to be con-
tinually referring to these subjects, but
one would expect that a gentleman with
the experience of the Leader of the Op-
position would be able to get beyond this
tittle-tattle that one bears in the street,
this talk of something suspicious, and
make a genuine criticism of the actions
of the Government, legislative and admin-
istrative. I ask, has he done so to-night9

lion. Frank 'Wilson: Yes.
The PREIMIER: I say the hon. mem-

ber has not: he has not referred to any-
thing worthy of Consideration as an in-
dictment of the Government. What he
has said is mnere scandal. He was evi-
dently four weeks in 1Melbourne trying to
find something in the form of a job on
the Interstate Commission from his
friends in order to keep going their policy
of spoils to the victors, and hie obtained
the support of [he Chamber of Commerce.
Then he busied himself for one day after
his return in doing the block, and parad-
ing St. George's Terrace picking up every
bit of gossip, anad then calling in at the
Liberal Club to hear what the women
had to tell him.

Hon. Frank Wilson: 'May I explain
that I have not been in the Liberal Club
siuce I returned.

The PREMIIER: I propose, now, to
endeavour to reply to some of what the
bon. member may consider criticism of
the Government, but my remarks will be
mnore in the nature of putting the hon.
member right rather than in replying
to genuine criticism. The hon. member
was quite at sea on almost every subject
he touched. First of all, let me deal with
what is termed the vain-glorious boast on
the part of myself at McCallum's social.
Let me Cell the hon. member that if I said
what the lion, member alleges I said, then
of course his criticism would be worth
something.

Hon. Frank Mt 'ilson: Here is the re-
port in the newspaper.

The PREMIER: There are hon. mem-
bers presqent who heard what I said that
night. I do not go round to the news-
papers asking them to correct reports of
my speeches. I can hold my own on the

public platform and in this Chamber,
and I am doing so to-night. Only the
other day I drewv the attention of the West
-4usiralian to a statement made by an in-
dependent member, who attended a depu-
tation, in regard to the quality of the Es-
peranee land, and they carefully cut out
any reference to it. I pointed out that
a statement made by a gentleman who was
not interested ought to be published, par-
ticularly at this juncture, because if I
were to make such a statement it would
be accepted as being made merely for the
purpose of getting the Esperance Rail-
way Hilt. through, and so would be dis-
counted; but when the statement came
fromn a gentleman who is not interested
in the railway, who has been a surveyor
and knows a good deal of the remainder
of the State, and who, in addition, has no
party leanings, the West Australian care-
fully omaitted it, and then politely told
me that they are the best judges of what
should appear, and they paid me the
compliment of saying that my statement
was of more valu e than that of the suir-
veyor. However, to deal with the state-
ment at 'Mr. "MeCallum's social, let me
say that if the hon. member imagines
that he can draw mue into making an at-
tack on the civil servants, he is very much
Wrong;- he is mnisjudging his opponent.

Hion. Frank Wilson: But you made it.

The PREMIER: I made no attack on
the civil servants.

Hon. Frank 'Wilson: Is that repprt all
wrong.?

The PREIER: Could I justify an
attack on the civil servants because they
exercised the right whvich we gave then,
because they exercised their full political
rights-? What I take exception to is pub-
lic servants using Government time and
Government offices, to canvass for any
party, anid what I had in mind was a
statement made to me by a person, whom I
have no reason to disbelieve, as to what
happened in one particular department.
A circular was issued in connection with
the preparation of the draft estimates.
That circular wreat to a certain sub-
department and the head called his staff
together on the morning of the elections
and read the circular, and undoubtedly

142



[30 JULY, 1913.] 3

the great bulk of the officers who heard
it read were led to imagine that we did
not propose to give thema any increases.
Nothing of the kind is implied in the
circular when read carefully. It merely
stated that heads of sub-departments were
not to show increases on the draft esti-
mates,. because the regulations provided
that Increases should he on the recom-
mendation of the permanent head and
with the approval of the Puhie Service
Commissioner. And these increases could
not be considered unless we held up the
draft estimates for a number of months.
This particular gentleman read the cir-
cular to the staff, and then said "'This is
election day; you know what to do." If
that is what is meant by full political
rights it is not what was intended by this
Government. I contend that a public ser-
vant should first of all be loyal to the
Ministry of the day, whether they be
Labour or Liberal, and I say that this
action -was a disloyal action, and I take
exception to public servants abusing the
liberty iie gave them in that direction.
I do not claim that they should have voted
for M1r. -MeCallum, I never urged that;
they have a right to vote for whomever
they please without let or hindrance from
anybody, but they dared not, before the
present Government came into power, ex-
press their political opinion or show a
leaning towards the Government's op-
ponents unless they placed their position
in jeopardy. We have removed all that,
and have given themr the full right to
express their opinions on all political
questions, just as they choose. In con-
nection yith the civil service, may I say
that I will take an opportunity on the
Budget to show what we have done for
the civil servants during our term of
office;- that is, what it means in hard cash.
Any public servant who says that we have
failed to keep our promises, and on such
grounds openly canvassed in the corri-
dons for a political candidate, was not
fair, and I had a perfect right to
say so publicly. Of course, the dear
old Argus can hardly be expected to
understand anything when it sees it.
That newspaper is a real old Tory
hack, and is recognised as such
all over Australia. Its word on these

matters is generally recognised to be
worth nothing. A public servant, while
hie may be dissatisfied with the actions of
the Governm~ent, has a perfect right to
ventilate it through his proper organisa-
lion, the Civil Service Association, which
we officially recognise and which our
friends opposite would not. The civil
servant has a right to express his views
there. When I find a public servant in a
high place misleading others under him,
or making misstatements, and in some
cases untrue statements, with regard to
the Government-

Han. Frank Wilson: I should deal with
him.

The PREMIER: We have given them
perfect freedom in these matters, but I
retain to myself the right to criticise
them if I so desire,

IMr. Foley: It is a pity you have
not the right to sack them; that would
settle it.

The PREMIER: The hon. member re-
ferred to State steamships and supposes
that because they showed a loss in the
first place there must be something wrong,
first with the administration, then -with
the steamers, and ultimately with the
whole system; that the whole thing is
wrong. If the whole thing is wrong the
leader of the Opposition should share a
part of the responsibility; because it was
part of the policy of thie Liberals at the
last general elections.

HOn. Frank 'Wilson: What absurd
stuff]1

The PREMIER: The hon. member de-
liberately stated that his Government
would go so far as to purchase a steam-
ship to run to the North-West.

Hon. Frank Wilson: From Wyndham
to freezing works at Fremantle.

The PREMIER: That was never men-
tioned. I am not going to say there is
anything wrong with the State steamers;
on the contrary they are all right. Many
business mnen who are to-day on a firm
financial footing had to start on a worse
basis than The State steamships hare
started, but such things will always hap-
pen. No one could possibly anticipate
that in the first year of the operations
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such a steamship service as we introduced
could possibly return a profit.

Hon. Frank Wilson: You have lost
bait the value of your steamers.

The PREMIER: The "Western Aus-
tralia," the steamer which will bring us
the greatest business, has been operating
only about four months, and a great deal
of th~e expenditure in connection with the
"Western Australia" was in bringing her
from the place of purchase to this State.
Will the leader of the Opposition get his
friend, 1Mtr Moxon, to give him the cost
of bringing out the steamers of his com-
pany: do they make them show a profit
at first? Th~e hion. member shakes his
head.

Hon. Frank Wilson: I shake my head
at your foolish arguments.

The PREMIER: I have a statement
prepared showing that the last two
months' operations of the State Steam-
ship Service shows a profit of £2,000, and,
given a fair opportunity, I say these
steamers will make good. They have un-
doubtedly had to contend with a great
deal of opposition fromn the other ship-
ping companies.

Hon. Frank Wilson: They have not.
The PREMIER: A great many people

have heen trying to induce likely custom-
era in the North-West not to use them.
I say again that, given a fair run, these
steamners aire going to make good, and are
goin~z to be of considerable value to the
North-West portion of this State. Every
member of the North-West. except the
hon. member for Kimberley-

Mr. Viderwood:. He is the agent for
a steamship company.

The PREKflER: T say that all those
members from the North-West already
appreciate the value of these steamers.

Hon. Frank Wilson: That is more than
the people do.

The PRE-MIER: The people appreciate
them as well. We have had squatters
come to Perth and say they are prepared
to give evidence before the Royal Com-
mission to that effect. That statement is
absolutely correct. Unfortunately we
have had strong opposition, and it has not
only been from the shipping companies,

but we have also struck disaster in one
or two directions.

Hon. Frank Wilson: But you are
trading under special facilities.

The PREMIER: No, we are operating
just the same as others are. If there is
anything in the argument of the leader of
the Opposition we would not be owning
State railways do-day, as State railways
did not pay at the start. For the first
five or six years, or even longer, they
often do not pay even for axle grease,
but is that any reason why we should sell
them to private enterprise?

Mr. Mlale: Yes.
The PREMIER: Well, we are not sell-

ing them. Supposing we were to make a
complete loss on the operations of these
steamers and had to give them away, it
would not be such a disaster as the dock,
which was put in a certain place by our
friends opposite for political purposes.
The dock is £200,000 of the people's
money sunk, because our friends insisted
on putting it in a position to assist them
politically. All this howl is about
£100,000 worth of steamers that are doing
good work. The statement of the bon.
member that 'Mr. Sudhola was appointed
in Pursuance of the policy of "spoils to
the victors" is only worthy of the hon.
member. There is not a member of this
Cabinet who knew Mr. Sudhola, or ever
saw him, except the member for East
Fremantle-

l1on. AV. C. Angwin (Honorary MAin-
ister) : I only spoke to him once.

The PREMIER:- Until he was manager
of the State Steamship Service. I do not
even know him now. Be that as it may,
T want to know if all the virtues and
capabilities are to he found amongst Lib-
eral supporters. The greatest inessers one
can imagine are Liberals very often. In
dealing with the steamers I would like to
mention that the hion. member commenced
his remarks hy paying a great tribute to
Sir Newton Moore and said the Govern-
ment did a good thing in re-appointing
him. But the hion. member forgot that we
acceepted Sir Newton Moore's advice in
connection with the purchase of the
steamer "Western Australia." We asked
Sir Newton Moore to recommend the pur-
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chase of a steamer suitable for the North-
West trade.

Hon. Frank Wilson: He does not know
anything about steamers.

The PREMIER: And the leader of the
Opposition does not either. He eulogises
Sir Newton Moore and complains about
the scrap iron, "Western Australia,"
when Sir Newton Moore and his officers
were responsible for the purchase of that
boat. I believe, even now, that Sir New-
ton Moore knows more about a steamer
suitable for that trade than the leader of
the Opposition, and I think that the
"Western Australia" is suitable.

Hon. Frank Wilson: She has proved
disastrous uip to the present.

The PREMIER: Only a few things
require adjustment. What happened to
the furnaces happens nearly every day
in every' part of the State. The leader
of the Opposition must know very well
that it is quite a common occurrence on
the mines for the furnace crown of a
boiler to come down.

Hon. Franl Wilson: You are out of
your depth.

The PREMIER : Exactly the same
thing happened with regard to the furnace
crown of the "Western Australia," and
it was through using salt water. It is
one o? ( he things we have to contend with
and are not yet satisfied how it happened,
but that does not affect the boat in the
slightest degree, and I claim that the
"Western Australia" is the finest boat
trading between Fremantle and Port
Dlarwin. The hon. member referred to
the sleeper contract and wanted to know
why' we commenced erecting these mills
in the karri forest until we had that con-
tract signed. sealed and delivered. It was
because the members on these benches
are not so suspicious as he is and are pre-
pared to take the word of a Liberal, even
if he is not. We have everything in the
nature of a contract and have already
made a part performance under it.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Why are you sub-
mitting- it to the Crown Law authorities?

The PREMITER: We are not. It is
your friend, the man who is hunting for
a policy and has not found it yet. It
seem to the leader of the Opposition a

wonderful business that we should enter
into a contract to supply these sleepers
until the contract had been signed, sealed,
and delivered. %fay I inform the bon.
member that the other parties to the con-
tract, who have not yet signed the same,
have commenced the construction of the
railway on Western Australian lands for
which the agreement in connection with
the handing over of such lands has not
been signed by' the present Government.
So the hon. members finds it et both
ways; if one Government can rern'diate
so can the other.

Hon. Frank Wilson: But what about
the Actq

The PREMIER: The Act does not
give them anything, so if the one Govern-
mnt can repudiate their contract, so also
can another.

Hon. Prank Wilson: No, you cannot.
The PREIER: Let me tell the hon.

member we have no intention of repudiat-
ing, and that I have even a better opinion
of Joe Cook than has the leader of the
Opposition. I am convinced that the con-
tract will be kept.

Hon. Frank Wilson: flid he make the
contract?

The PREMIER: No, the contract was
made by his predecessors, but he will keep
it, just as we have kept contracts made
by our predecessors, notwithstanding that
some of those contracts did not find fav-
our in our eyes. No self-respecting '%Tin-
isters would think of repudiating such a
contract, and even if they felt disposed to
do it, we have by telegram from the Prime
Minister the following, 'VWe accept your
tender for the supply of 1,500,000 powel-
lised sleepers." Hf that is not a contract
good enough for us to go ahead with I do
not know what is. It is not wise for the
hon. member to try to take a fence before
he meets it.

Hon. Frank Wilson: How are you
going to deliver them?

The PREMIfER: That is a matter I
can with confidence leave in the hands of
the Mfinister for Works. He is. giving
sufficient attention to it, and he knows the
position well enough to say whether we
can deliver. The Commonwealth know
that they can depend better on the State
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Government than on any private con-
tractor.

Hon. Frank Wilson: I would like to
see the thing done.

The Minister for Works: Now you
might be an expert on ship-building, but
])lease do not talk saw-milling.

The PREMIER: The hon. member
made some reference to the agreement oh-
tained by the Sunday Times by tactics
which, 1 suppose, in the point of viewv of
Journalism are all right; but the hon.
member would never support the action
of a public servant who would give away
such an agreement.

H~on. Frank Wilson: Did at public ser-
vent give it?

The PREMIER: It could only have
conic from a public servant; it was in a
Government office.

Mr. Male: The other party had a copy.
The PREIER: I say it came out of

a Government office.
Hon. Frank Wilson : Have you found

that out?
The PREMIER: I say it came from

a Government office, and I say that only
the hon. member could support the action
of a public senvant who would do any-
thing of that sort. However, the hon.
member has now the agreement, and evi-
dently he cannot understand it. He is
asking how are we going to pay only Is.
3d. per hundred superficial feet royalty
on sleepers supplied to the Common-
wvealth, in spite of that agreement.

Hon. Frank Wilson: I asked how you
were going to supply 60,000 sleepers a
month.

The PREMIER: We explained in an-
other place last year that under that agree-
ment the royalty was Is. 3d. per hundred
superflcial feet. I have the record here.
Air. Colebatch-I think he is known to the
hon. member-asked the Colonial Secre-
tary what royalty was to he paid, and the
Colonial Secreta ry in reply said the roy-
alty was Is. 3d. per hundred superficial
feet. So it has not been such a great
secret after all, for apparently it was
easy enough to get the information in an-
other place.

Hon. Frank tWilson: Have you another
secret agreement that we do not yet know
off

The PREMIER: Then again, I believe
the bon. member said that evidently we
were attempting to unload the contract.

lon. Frank Wilson: No, I merely
aked the question.

The PREM.%IER: The hon. member
said we were trying to unload the con-
tract; that evidently it was not a good
thing and we wanted to unload it.

Hon. Frank Wilson: I said you could
not deliver, and were anxious that a pri-
vate firm should take part of it off your
bands.

The PREMIER: That is absolutely in-
correct. Let me explain. At the time we
entered into that contract to supply' sleep-
ers to the Commonwealth Government, the
New South Wale% Government wrote to
us asking if wve could supply them with a
million powelhised karri sleepers, side by
side with the Commonwealth contract. We
found that the Commonwealth contract
was sufficient to keep us busy for the next
three or four years, so, in order to benefit
the State, instead of replying to the New
South Wales Government, stating that we
could not supply, we wvent along to the
private firms to see whether they could
fill the bill. Our sole desire was that the
State should get the business, and to
achieve this wve were prepared to enter
into the contract with the New South
'Wales Government and sub-let it to the
local firms if the local firms could supply.
Let it be distinctly understood that we
were not attempting to unload the Com-
monwealth contract.

Hon. Frank Wilson: And you do not
intend to?

The PREMIER: No. absolutely no.
Hon. Frank Wilson: Next year we will

see how you execute your contract.
The PREMIER: The hon. member

made reference to instructions from Con-
gress.

Hon. Frank Wilson: I said Labour
parliament.

The PREMIER: Well, they have a
Liberal parliament as well. The Liberals
went to the people without a policy and
said, 'rWe will have one when the Liberal
parliament draws lip one for us." They
miet Parliament with a majority of only
one, and asked for supplies, and Parlia-
ment granted supply in order that the
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Liberals might have an opportunity of
framing a policy. How does that com-
pare with the attitude of my friend?
When I came down here, after holding
control for somnething like 1$ months with
a definite policy from the people--when
T as;ked for supplies for a period of two
months. in order to carry on the business
of the country, he did his utmost to pre-
vent me getting those supplies.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Because of the
scandalous contract which you would not
explain.

The PREMIIER: The hon. member
knows something of scandalous contracts
right enough, and he is ira most of them.
Compare the conduct of ex-Prime Mlinis-
ter Fisher, defeated by only one vote in
the Representatives and having a thump-
ing majority in the Senate, when asked to
grant supplies to a Government that had
no policy-compare that with the paltry
attitude of my friend who attempted to
stop public supply, not only by criticism
in this Chamber, but also by trying to ki11
timne in order that it might not reach an-
other place before that ether place ad-
journed.

Hon. Frank W1ilson : Nothing of the
sort.

The PREMWER : Let me also point
out that the hion. member made reference
to mny recent visit to England, and in his
usual sarcastic and rather clever manner
said he thought it would be an education
to me. and that from that point of view
the money was well spent. I am ex-
ceedingly sorryv I cannot return the com-
pliment. The hon. member went Home,
partly at the expense qf the State, partly
at the expense of the Imperial Govern-
ment and partly by subscription, hut un-
fortunately the trip dlid not assist his
education very much.

Hon. F rank Wilson : What is the re-
ference to the Imperial Government?7

The PREMIER : The bon. member
was the guest of the Imperial Govern-
ment during the festivities.

Rlon. Frank Wilson : I was not.

The PREMIER . The hon. member and
his wife were invited as guests of the Im-
perial Government during the Coronation.

lion. Frank Wilson :Not as guests;
we paid our own expenses all the time.

The PRE]MR : The same as I did,
that is to say, the State paid them.

Eon. Prank Wilson : We paid our
own.

The PREMIER :However, I am ex-
ceedingly sorry the lion, member did not
benefit education ally by his trip. He
made reference to my alleged statement
that the working man of England has
nothing to defend. I had previously de-
nied having made that statement, and the
hon, member must have read the denial.
What I said I will repeat here. The
paper that published the statement pub-
lished my denial after I left. What I did
say was this :At the timne I was defend-
ing the Australian defence policy uinder
which we are compelling all our able-
bodied young men to submit to be trained
to bear arms in order to defend this coun-
try againsb attack, if we are ever at-
tacked, which it is to he hoped we will
never be. I was defending that policy,
and an endeavour was made on several
oeca~sions to get me to express an opinion
as to the relative merits of our systemn
and Lord Roberts' agitation for compul-
sory training. In effect I said, "You
must work out your own destiny as we
are doing in Australia. If you think it is
a good thing, have it; if not, leave it
alone. But do not judge from the success
of the scheme in Australia, do not con-
clude that because it is a success in Aus-
tralia it will be a success in England;
"hecause," I said, "1we have adult suffrage
and if an attempt were made to
introduce conscription and militarism
in Australia it would quickly be
squelched by the safety valve of adult
suffrage-" Then I pointed out that the
working man of England bad nothing
to defend as compared with the working
man in Australia, and I repeat it here.
I told them that before they called upon
the working man of England to bear
arms,' the same as the Australian working
main, they must first give him the privil-
eges enjoyed by the working man in Aus-
tralia. Now let me also explain, for I
omitted it when dealing with the civil
service, that I have never claimed that
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because we tiara given increases to pub-
lic servants, and extended other privi-
leges to them, we have a right to expect
that they shall vote for our party. I have
never claimed that. But I will1 tell the
House what the lion. member did. Hle
was fighting an election campaign aud
was sorely pressed, for I was well on his
track, and he knew very well that, so far
as the metropolitan area was concerned,
the issue would largely depend on how
the civil service voted. Hle wired from
Donnybrook on thle eve of the election
to the Public Service Commissioner as
follows :

Want to know whether you cannot
make increases to temporary clerks re-
trospective to July first. Wire me
y our approval.

The Public Service Commissioner wired
it, and the hon. member used it on the
public platform, and was careful to see
that it appeared in the West Aujs-
tralian on the day of the election. That
is not buying- votes, of course. However,
it came too late. Now let me deal with
the question of finance. I did expect
that the hon. member, having been in
possession of the Treasury, would have
made some severe criticisms on the hand-
ling of the finances during the last 12
months.

Hon. Frank Wilson : You will get
it all right when we have the Budget
Speech.

The PREMIER : And I will be here
to answer it. All the lbon, member dealt
with was the action of the Treasurer in
transferring, not £,40,000, but something
like £37.000 from a suspense account in
connection with harbour impr.ovements at
Fremantle and paying it into revenue.
And he points out and would make the
people believe that that money was re-
quired for the purpose of meeting the int-
terest and sinking fund charges on har-
bour improvements.

Hon. Frank Wilson: It was collected
for that purpose.

The PREMIER: The improvements to
the Fremnantle harbour were made out of
General Loan Fund and the first charge on

Consolidated Revenue is to meet the in-
terest and sinking fund Charges on our
Loan expenditure. Every year we have
been taking out of Consolidated Revenue
Fund the money necessary for all the in-
terest and sinking fund charges on the
harbour improvements at Fremantle, yet
we have another account for the purpose
of mneeting it. In view of the fact that
the Consolidated Revenue Fund had found
the mioney, I said that that fund should
be reimbursed, with the result that we took
the money from that Suspense Account
that was no further required and paid
it into Consolidated Revenue Fund. It
could not be paid into any other. It
could not be paid into Trust Fund or into
Loan Fund, but perhaps the hon. member
will assert that it should be paid into the
Sale of Government Propert 'y Trulst Ac-
count. I say that this was an absolutely
genuine transaction, but the hon. member
said that similarly I might have paid into
Consoliddtcd Revenue Fund a sum of
£97,000 which 1 found to the credit of the
Sale of Government Property Trust Ac-
count. I assert that in pract ice the hon.
member did that.

H-on. Fank Wilson: I did not.

The PREMIER: The hon. member did.
The only difference is that the hon. memn-
her covered up his tracks as usual. He
never does anything openly if he can pos-
sqibly find any means of covering up his
tracks. Whiat the hon. member did was
that instead of finding the usual amount
for the purpose of public works from
Consolidated Revenue Fund, he reduced
the amount to the extent of £E80,000 and
then put it on a schedule to the Estimates
to be provided by the Government Prop-
erty Trust Account, which wyas exactly the
same from a practical point of view as
paying into Consolidated Revenue Fund
£587,000.

Hon. Frank Wilson: No.

The PREiIER: What is the differ-
ence? Instead of providing £8,000 from
Revenue for building schools the hon.
member transferred £87,000 from the
Sale of Government Property Trust Ac-
count. Is that not the same as bringing
the same amount into revenue?
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Ron. Frank Wilson: No. You took it
to pay your debts and I brought it to 'Par-
liament to he voted as usual.

The PREMIER: So will we.
Hon. Frank Wilson: No, you have niot.

The PREMIER: We did so last session.
The lion. member made some references to
the legislative proposals of the Govern-
ment for the coming session. I know of
no measure that is so necessary for the
proper and safe working of our mines as
an amendment of the 'Mines Regulation
Act,' and I do not care what the hon.
member says, or what his friends in the
Chamber of 'Mines say, I contend that it is
the first duty of any Government to pro-
tect life and limb, even if it maeans making
inroads on the profits of the companies;
but we do not claim that. Moreover, I
sin' it is the duty of an Australian Gov-
ernment above any other to keep onr great
mineral resources for the benefit of Brit-
ishers and Australians first of all. We
are not going to allow the mines to be
handed over to the Italian to work, the
same as the firewood industry has been
banded over by Mr. Hedges. So long as
Britishers can be found, we are going to
employ them in preference to Italians, and
we are not going to allow the companies
to put off Britishers and put on Italians.
If the maines are any good to Australia
they are good enough to employ British-
ers and we are going to see that Britishers
are employed, and moreover that they are
properly protected against danger to life
and limb, Of course that is no concern
of my friend opposite, who is a typical
Yank'Iin God we trust," but it is the
almighty dollar he is after all the timne.
Then the lion, member spoke of the Pub-
lic Works Committee Bill, hut this is part
of the Liberal policy. I hare here the par-
ty's official journal, the Sunday Times,
with the words "the largest circulation
in the State" on top of the page, and it
contains this advertisement-

Federal Elections. To the Electors of
Western Australia. A Liberal victory
will adjust taxation to annual require-
ments, while a Public Works Committee
and a Tender Board will see that the
country gets a square deal and full
value for its money.

The announcement is authorised by Clarke
James, the gentleman who displaced the
mnember for Murray-Wellington as gen-
eral secretary. Now, that is all we are
asking for. It was part of the policy of
the Liberal Government during the Fed-
eral elections, according to the advertise-
ment in their official journal, and now
the hon. member accuses us of doing some-
thing wrong because we propose the same
thing. Does the hon. member deny, as
Peter lild, his leader in the person of
Mir. Clarke James, the mnan who makes his
policy? Before I sit down I want to say
that I would have liked to have dealt with
other matters on this occasion, but I will
have the opportunity when submitting the
Budget to the House. There is one thing,
however, that I cannot allow to pass with-
out some reference, and that is the fact
that we have in our midst an organisation
that the leader of the Opposition brought
over some little time ago, an organisation
known as "The Independent Workers,"
and I believe in my own mind that the
hon. member was largely responsible for
its introduction in this State. I bave here
a copy of an address delivered in London
by 'Mr. R. 0. Blackwood, of Melbourne,
President of the Victorian Employers'
Federation, and I find in it these words--

The next step taken was the establish-
ment of a labour bureau within the
building, which employers were asked to
patronise.

I understand they established one here,
but it was not patronised well.

This is an essential feature of the move-
ment, and has been the means of very
largcly increasing the membership.
The men seem to go naturally to where
they can secure work. Those that turn
uip, generally from sixty to seventy a
day, arc carefully scrutinised by the
bureau secretary, when all obvious loaf-
era are p~assed out.

That was a nice remark for an employer
to make.

The respectable men's names are en-
tered in the register, and employment
found for them as soon as possible, but
before taking up a job they mast be -
come members of the "Independent
Workers" by paying is. down and
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agreeing to pay the subscription of 6d.
per man per week.
Hon. Frank Wilson: Their political

views are not controlled.
The PREMIER: They have not a soul

to call their own. When they once come
under the domination of the Employers'
Federation of Australia, -who were as-
sisted materially by members apposite,
they have no soul of their own and they
have no right to give expression to their
political opinions.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Neither have the
people in the Trades Hall.

The PREMIER: They have fought
against the members on the Opposition
side for the right to express their opinions
freely on the public platform, and they are
going to retain that right. The hon. mem-
ber may rest assured that the workers of
the State-whien I say workers, I do not
mean merely the manual workers--will re-
member that he was responsible for having
introduced into this State an organisation
purely and simply for the benefit of the
Employers' Federation.

Hon. Frank Wilson: I was not re-
sponsible.

The PREMIER: The bon- member is-
sued an invitation to them in this Cham-
her.

lion. Frank Wilson: I approve of it,
but I was not responsible for their coming
here.

The PREMIIER: I have disposed of
most of the statements made by the leader
of the Opposition and have replied pretty
effectively to his criticisms. I have cer-
tainly shown that people who live in glass
houses should not throw stones, and that
whilst he may be very good at scraping
up mad and throwing it, he is also a
decent target where mud will stick. I
would advise the hon. member that in
future he devote any little time hie has to
studying the political questions of the day
and criticising the Government on their
political actions and not on street scandal
and tittle-tattle. Surely we can see the
advisability of dealing with questions that
will affect the interests of the State, not
for to-day alone, lint for the distant
future, from the point of view of the
policy of the two parties, and we might

with advantage, not only to the Chamber
and to both parties but to the people as
a whole, leave alone such questions as
were introduced by the hon. member this
evening. Whatever the hon. member may
think of the actions of those sitting on the
Treasury benches, let me say that what-
ever we have done has been done openly
and with the one object in view, that of
assisting the development of the State as
a whole. I desire to say, furthermore,
that if it were otherwise the hon. member
would have good ground for asking for a
public inquiry and impeaching members
in their places, but he has not been pre-
pared to do that; he has merely risen in
his place and implied all sorts of things
against the Government, suspicious ac-
tions on the part of Ministers, and en-
deavouired to leave in the minds of the
people an impression that Ministers were
responsible for something that was not
fair and shove hoard. Even the member
for Northern last night could not discuss
this question without making some in-
nuendo in connection with the purchase
of the tramways. He stated that a cer-
tain amount of the purchase money would
be distributed onl a certain basis, and then,
looking across the Chamber said, "The
rest, I suppose, will be distributed
amongst the directors." Then again, when
the same lion, member made some re-
ference to the £E30,000 paid to the
Powellising Process Company for the
rig-ht to use their process, the member
for 'Murray-Wellington interjected across
the Chamber, "I wonder what they are
going to do with the £3,000." Remarks of
that sort do not do hon. members opposite
any credit. All Government from time to
time must take the responsibility of trans-
ncting such agreements as we have en-
tered into during recent months, and also
such transactions as wvere made by mem-
bers opposite, and if, on every occasiou
an agreement is entered into by the execu-
tive officers of the State we are going to
have such accusations as -were made to-
day, the hon. member must recollect that
he is only causing the public of the State
to distrust their politicians more and more
every year, and if he should ever remove
his seat from its present position to the
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Treasury benches he will have no ground
for complaint if the people still continue
to criticise him and his Ministers in ex-
actly the same fashion. The hon. member
in his own mind knows very well that
there is absolutely no ground whatever for
the statemtents he has made, or has im-
plied with regard to the transactions of
the Government and the Powell Wood Pro-
cess, or with regard to the Eucla, lands.
In his own mind he knows very well there
is no ground for those statements. If be
has the slightest suspicion, he is in duty
bound, as leader of a great party in this
State, to stand uip in his place and im-
peach a Minister, or the Ministry as a
whole, and state deliberately what he
knows, and until he does this he is doing
something that does him discredit and
not only himself but the members of his
party, and it is also an injury to the State
as a whole. I want to say, moreover, in
conclusion, that so long as I remain on the
Treasury benches I am going to continue
to administer the departments in my
charge without any concern as to the
criticism 'that may be hurled against me
by members of the Opposition, and I be-
lieve that my 'Ministers will do likewise.
We have done things during our adminis-
tration which might easily have been left
alone from the point of view of our own
comfort. We might easily have left many
things for a future date, but we could see
that they were in the best interests of the
State and that they should be done, and
done early, and we have done them, and
I want to claim that almost without ex-
ception they have proved to he to the ad-
vantage of the State as a whole. With
the one exception of the steamship ser-
vice, all the Government concerns have
been paying propositions. The State but-
cher's shop has not cost the Treasury a
single penny; we have not taken a penny
out of the Treasury for the Perth but-
cher's shop. The first transaction occurred
when the butcher's shop was able to pay
money into its account, and that account
showvs a profit of £800 in the last 12
months.

Hfon. Frank Wilson: Do you charge
interest on the Yandanooka estatel

The PREMIER: We were not using the
Yandanooka estate at that time, and so

far as that estate is concerned I may say
that it will be dealt with in a proper man-
ner, and that is in accordance with law.
But at the present time there is some
little difficulty regarding the cutting up of
the estate, which I cannot mention here,
but which the hon. member will appreciate
when I tell him privately, hut until this is
settled I cannot say anything more. Bit
we will not allow that estate to lie idle if
we can use it profitably in the interests
of the country, and we are doing that and
the people are getting the advantage of
it. Under the circumstances the lion.
member's criticism or indictment against
the Government falls to the ground. Dur-
ing the 12 months, notwithstanding the
criticism hurled against us by our friends
opposite and by a great section of the -
Press, still we have done good work. We
have attended closely to our duties in our
respective offices and we have done it with
the one object in view, and have attained
that object, which is the continuance of
the development of the various industries
in the interests of the people as a whole
and not in the interests of a few of the
people. We are here as a Government iii
the interests of the mass of the people
and not in the interests of a privileged
few, and from that point of view I claim
a development such as has not been re-
tarded, notwithstanding the bad season,
but that we have materially assisted the
prosperity of the State and the prosperity
of its people.

Mr. MALE: I move-
That the debate be adjourned.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: I second the
motion.

The Premier: It is early yet.
Motion negatived.

Air. MALE (Kimberley) : After the
two vigorous speeches which have been
put up this evening, I thought the Pre-
mier would most probably have given me
an adjournment. I consider the leader
of the Opposition put up a very able
criticism of the Goeno' Speech, and
the general policy of the Government,
hut I can hardly say that the Premier
has contributed to this debate in a parti-
cularly dignified manner. I myself think
that there has been too much mud or
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muck, or whatever hon. members like to
call it, about the Premier's speech.

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Mini-
ster): It was only thrown back.

Hon. Frank Wilson: My speech was
good criticism.

Mr. MALE: It is not my intention to
look for mud on either side of the Chama-
hen. I do not think we are here for mud-
throwing purposes, but to try to do good
for the benefit of the country. In listen-
ing to His Excellency's Speech, and in
reading it through quietly afterwards, I
could no! but be struck with the meagre-
ness of the information which it con-
tains. There is certainly some reference
to the Premier's trip to the old country.
There is the usual. reference, which we

-find in each Governor's Speech, regarding
the season, and it is certainly gratifying
for us all to know, and to know truth-
fully I think, that we have had splendid
rains throughout the agricultural dis-
tricts, and that the prospect of a good
season is assured. There are paragraphs
referring to the great mining industry;
there is also the usual paragraph refer-
ring to land settlement, and we find that
in the eyes of the Government at least
land settlement, so far as they are con-
cerned, is proceeding satisfactorily. I
am not quite so sure that we are all so satis-
fled about that. There is a reference to
sundry other matters-, and the Speech
winds upi with a short reference to new
legislation which will be presented to us
during the session, most of which, I
think, we have already seen before. It
is, perhaps, rather unusual on this occa-
sion that there has been no pre-sessional
speech from the Premier, nothing to
guide us in connection with this new
legislation, or to give us any information
respecting the general policy of the Gov-
ernmenit. It appears to me rather on the
snrfat'e as thoughb, perhaps, the Premier
was waiting for instructions from the
Labour parliament, which has been re-
ferred to several times this evening.

The. Attorney General: That is; not
DeW.

3r, 'KALE: I know it is not new, but
it is qjuile true and we all know that the
Labour parliament did meet after this
House was called together, and I have

not the slightest doubt in my own mind
that the Premier has received his instruc-
tions from that body, and, as we all know,
both the front benehers and the whole of
the members of the Labour party are
pledged absolutely, body and soul, to
carry out that platform, We know they
have no freedom of action or thought in
the miatter. They are not allowed to come
hack and draft their own policy, the same
as Mr. Cook has been allowed to do, but
they have to carry out absolutely the
mandates and dictates of the Labour
Congress. It appears to me that the
country is no longer to be ruled by the
men who are returned to Parliament by
the electors, but that it is to be ruled by
the Labour Congress and that the mem-
bers on the Government side are merely
the nominees of that body.

Hlon. Frank Wilson: Absolute machi-
nery.

The Premier: You are cooking the Lib-
eral policy.

Mr. MALE: In looking through His
Excellency's Speech, representing as I
do a big part of the northern portion of
this State, I could not but he struck with
the very short reference indeed which is
made to that part of Western Australia.
It is rather striikng that in both this
year's Speech and in last year's Speech,
the references to the North-West are very
short indeed. Last yeur we found nne,
short reference something to the effect
that the jetties and tramways of the
North-West were to be put in a better
state of repair, and that efforts would be
made to provide additional jetty accom-
modation. This year we find reference
to the fact that under the new organisa-
tion for carrying out the numerous works
required in the north and north-west por-
tion of the State, aL substantial advance
has been made in the construction and
maintenance of jetties, tramways and
public buildings. These references are
indeed very short when we consider the
importance and size of the North. Let
moe remind this House, and I do not think
it is the first time I have told the House
that in the North we have two of the
most important industries of this State,
namely,. squatting and pearling. In our
squatting industry it surely is not news
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to any member that we have the second
most important industry of the State.
The export of wool from Western Aus-
tralia represents a value of something
over a million pounds sterling, and let me
inform hon. members that pearling comes
a good fourth.

The Premier: It is of no advantage to
the State.

Mr. MALE: Yes, it is of advantage to
the State, for it has an export value of
over half a million and in both cases it
is the same as picking up golden sover-
eigns; it is bringing money into this
State. We grow the wool; it is not bor-
rowed money on which we have to pay
interest, nd the same applies to the
pearling industry.

Mr. McDonald: How long has the ex -
port been worth half a million?

Mr. MVALE: Last year it amounted to
over half a million; it has a fluctuating
value.

Mr. McDonald: You told a different
story before.

Mr. MALE: Past Governments have
been condemned for their want of know-
ledge and their wvant of sympathy with
our portion of the State, but the present
Government came in like a new broom
and in double quick time were going to
put everything right. One of the first
things was (hat the Minister for Works,
accompanied by a Parliamentary party,
visited the North for the purpose of gain-
ing knowledge and information, and also,
I take it, for the purpose of making pro-
mises. Some of those promises are being
looked for yet.

Mr. Heitmnn: A. good many of them
have been carried out.

Mr. MALE: Twelve months ago in His
Excellency's Speech there was a refer-
ence to the effect that regulations were
also being framed with the object of
assisting, by a system of deferred pay-
ments, the extension of artesian boring
so as to render further assistance in de-
veloping the industry in that portion of
the State. I would like to ask where
these regulations are. Why have these
regulations not been published? The
squatters in the North have been waiting
for a long time for these regulations.
They might have been published, but if

that is so, why have not the members for
the northern portion of the State been
advised of them? Why have the regula-
tions not been circulated amongst the
squatters who arc waiting for them, and
who want to make use of them. Is it a
case of the powellising contract, some-
thing which the Government want to keep
quiet and to put aside? Is the Treasury
so short of money that it cannot advance
the necessary amount to assist this ob-
ject? The country in the North requires
artesian bores. Our small squatters are
not in a position to--

The Minister for Lands: You have had
a copy of the regulations sent to 'you, and
other members of the House also.

Mr. MALE : I have never received it
and have not seen one.

M!r. Heitniann: It was published in the
West Australian.

Mr. MALE: I doubt whether a copy
has been forwarded to the squatters in
the North, as they are waiting for these
regulations.

Mr. Heitmann: It is not fair; it was
published in the West Australian!

Mr. MALE: It is not fair, but it is
true. If I did not believe what I say
to be true I would not say so.

Mr. Heitmaun: I believe that.

Mr. MALE: We understood from the
Minister for Works when he took that
trip to the North that our great cattle in-
dustry was to receive a lot Of attention.
On the Minister's return we had-that ex-
haustive report which he submitted to
the Government. The Minister made a
flying trip from Fremantle to Wyndhama
and came back bursting with knowledge
of the whole industry, and was quite cer-
tain in his own mind that he could put
the whole thing- right.

Mr. Lander: Why do not the squatters
take some action with -egard to diseased
stuff?9

Mr, MALE: He knew that the policy
of freezing works was a wrong one, and
advocated that preference should be given
to huilding uip the export trade. This is
what the Minister for Works said on his
return in the report published-

I claim in the first place that the class
of stock is not suitable to market snc-
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cessfully, even if the cost of freezing
were chap. The natural market for
the Kimuberley district is undoubtedly
amongst the population to be found
within at few days' sail of Derby and
Wyndham. The market is unlimited
and the price that can be obtained for
the stock, considering the quality of the
meat, is as much as could be paid for
such stock for freezing or canning. I
would recommend that no expenditure
be incurred in connection with the es-
tablishmjent of freezing or canning
works, but would strongly recommend
that the Government take an early op-
portunit v of having exhaustive in-
quiries made as to the possibility of ex-
tending the trade to the islands men-
tioned.

Can the Government tell me what special
investigations have been made with refer-
ence to the export trade to those islands?
Can they tell me one single thing they
have done to benefit that industry. They
have done worse than nothing; they have
done much to bring about the opposite
results. The matter is perhaps a more
important one to me than to many hon.
members of the House, representing as
I do that portion of the State, and that
being so I may be excused perhaps if I
appear somewhat to labour the question.
But in doing so, I am dealing with the
general policy of the Government. We
find laid down uinder the instructions the
Government have to follow-

Mr. Lander: Who has to follow?
Mr. MALE: All of you. We find under

Nos. 4, 6, and 9 of the general platform
that your platform is one of socialism
and nationalising the whole of the in-
dustries if possible, and the Government
know quite well, faced with that, that
they have no alternative but to carry it
out. As a matter of fact they have
already started. We have State butchers'
shops and State steamers, and brickworks
ate to follow.

Mr. Lander: It is something new to
you to find a Government carrying out its
promises. is it not?

Mr. ALE: It has been proved by the
leader of the Opposition that that policy
is a bad one. The same thing has been
proved in other States, and in my own

way I shall try to prove that it is bad
because it is economically wrong and oil-
workable. Last session the Eon. Frank
Connor in another place gave an exhaus-
tive address on the meat and cattle ques-
tion.

iMr. Underwood: Yes, and put a joinL
on t he Table, did he notq

Mr. MALE: He put a joint on the
Table that the Government could not
swallow. In spite of the warning of that
gentleman and the warnings of others who
knew something about the business, the
Government persisted in going on in the
way in which they started. Last year
the tddr-esq-in-reply debate both the Pre-
flier and the M1inister for Lands made
some reference to this question, and I
would like to remind them of what they
said in that connection. The Premier
said-

Our object is to relieve the small
grower from the grip of these few
firms and, while giving him a fair deal,
at the same time enable him to put his
product on the market at a fair price
to the consumer. I think we can do
that if given an opportunity by Parlia-
ment. Thle leader of the Opposition
attempted to make us believe that the
price of meat was controlled by supply
and demand. It would be so if the
supply and demand were not controlled
by a ring. When there is interference
with free supply and demand, then we
cannot say that the price is balanced
or arranged by supply and demand.

That is from the Premier's speech. The
Minister for Lands also had a few words
to say on this subject. He said-

We have no right to leave those peo-
ple neglected, to refuse to do whatever
we can, whatever is humanly possible to
afford them facilities equally as good
as those afforded to settlers in other
areas of the State.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Then your boats
are to benefit cattle growers?

The Minister for Lands : Our
boats are to have all-round benefit.
They are to benefit the producers in
the North-West, and they are to benefit
the consumers in the South, and, as a
matter of fact, they are going to prove
of more material benefit than any other
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facilities which have been provided in
recent years to any body of citizens in
any portion of the State.
Mr. Lander: You are omitting about a

dozen lines of the Minister's speech.
Mr. MALE : I am not going to read it

all. In -reply to an interjection by the
Hon. rank Wilson, who inquired, "are
you going to benefit the cattle grower,"
the Minister for Lands remarked-

We are going to benefit them all; we
are going to benefit the producers in
that we are going to give them an
outlet for their stock, which has pre-
viously been denied, and we are going
to benofit the consumer in that we are
going to give him an increased supply,
and I hope and believe, a supply at a
cheaper rate.

Those references read very nicely and
sound very wvell. Are they true? Have
they been carried out? Let us see what
these promises amount to. The Minister
for Lands says on the one hand that he
is going to benefit the producer, but turns
round and in the self-same breath says,
"We are going to benefit the consumer."
What is the result to the consumer?7
Only as recently as the end of June cattle
wvere brought down from Wyndham in
the State steamship "lKwinana"l for sone
of our small squatters. I have a copy of
the account sales here, and in looking
through that copy I find that after paying
£3 6s. for freight and wharfage both
ends, fodder, attendance, and other
necessary charges, the stock realised to
the producer the handsome sum of -£1 Os.
Gd. per head.

M1r. Lander: That is £1 Os. 6d. more
than they got hefore, because they could
not sell them at all.

Mr. M,%ALE:. These accounts can be
verified if required. T say it is a scandal
and a disgrace that suchl things should
happen, and I rut the blame on the Gov-
arnment. It is ahsolutely a case of mis-
management and ignorance. That mian
could have received at Wvndhamn £4 per
head for those stock for the export trade
to MIanilla. Doubtless those who know
anything about the industry know that it
is necessary to book cattle from the North
to Fremantle months ahead.

Mr. Lander: The little man was asked
months ago to do it. Why did you not
tell the little man to take advantage of itI

Mr. MAkLE : He had to book months
ahead to secure space in the Government
steamship. At £4 per head, which he
might have got at Wyndham, he woul4i
perhaps have got a small margin of
profit on which to keep his family for
twelve months, and it might have assisted
him-

Mr. Lander interjected.
Mr. SPEAKER: The member for East

Perth (Mry. Lander) must not interject
so frequently. He will have an oppor-
tunity to speak later on.

Mr. MTALE: They do not like to hear
the truth, Mr. Speaker. They do not
like to know that they induced this small
squatter to book his cattle in this steamer
to be sold at 26s. 6d. per head when he
might have got £4 for them. It would
have been far better for the man to have
cut their throats at Wyndham, salted the
hides,' and sent the hides down. And that
is not the worst of it. While this dis-
graceful state of affairs is continuing
what do we find the Government doing?
B~uying stuck outside of this State alto-
get her, outside of our small squatters.
They are probably bujying from one of
those big monopolies, one of those big
'English sq uatting firms whom they often
del ouince, paving perhaps £3 15s. or £4
per head, and are allowing our own squat-
ters to have their cattle sacrificed at 26s.
No attempt has been made by the Gov-
e-rnment to regnulate the market. One
week we have a short market and perhaps
a wc,v or two afterwards a glut. Before
they entered on this business I pointed
ou tt o Ihemo I hat this local m arket can take
only a limnited supply, and if we bring
down wimibers in excess of that supply,
even if we give the cattle away, the
people could not consume them. This
local market takes about 000 head of
cattle mri week, and if we are going to
briwz down 000 the market must fall. If
11e floim'nment arn ruing to conduct this
business; suessfully they mtls;t first sunc-

ceed in re-milatine' the market, so that
congistent prices may be realised.
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Mr. Gill: Why did you not explain your
leader's action when he stated that the
price of meat had not dropped.

Mr. MAALE: Neither it has. The poor
producer is sacrificing his cattle and the
consumer is unfortunately paying the
sairte price.

The Premier: Who is making money
out of it?

Mr. MINALE: J' suppose the Govern-
ment butchers' shop. As I was pointing
out the Government have bought stock
outside of this State. I would like to
make a further reference to the report
of the Alinister for Works on his return
front the North. In dealing with this
questioni he said-

There is another question to be con-
si-lered, and that is the fact that there
are considerably more stock available
in the north at itae present time than it
is possible to place on the southern
market owing to the fact that shipping
companies: are inot able to supply the
space re.quired.

Then the Minister goes on to point out
thie fact that there are more stock up
there than are required here, and he tells
its that the only hope we have of selling
this stock is to build up our export trade.
Yet what do wre find? That the Minister
had flhc knowledge the cattle men had,
aiid 'vet the Gioverniment deliberately and
with their eyes open manke a contract with
a firm for the siipply of cattle from out-
side this State.

Mr. Underwood . Where did the cattle
conmp froml?

Mr., MNALE : The Northern Territory
and at the sunje time the Government
leave ou~r small sqouaittrs in the posit"On
to which I have referred.

Mr. McDonald: Do you know thit
pressure was brought to hear on the Gov-
erment agents so that they could not
buy sloel;

MIr 'MALE: T have asked for a copy of
the contract. It is such an important
question that even the Premnier cannot
give mne an answer to it.

Mr. Underwood: Does Connor and Do-
herty's station extend into the Territoryt

Mr. MALE: I went to see the copy of
the contract for the reason that report

says that that contract has been drafted
in the very best interests of that squatting
firm, and the only logical conclusion I can
come to is that, therefore, that it has
been drafted in the very worst interests
of the State. As a member representing
the North, as a member representing the
squatters, and It think I can, also say as
representing the consumers, if that report
is correct, if the contract has been drafted
in the best interests of that squatting
company and in the worst interests of
this State, then I say the Government
should be indicted for daring to make
such a contract. We want to see that con-
tract, we want to know more about it, and
we want to know why the Government
have gone outside this State to buy their
supplies of cattle when they knew there
was more than sufficient stock in the State
to supply our market, and when they
knew that our squatters were not getting
a fair price for their cattle, and when they
also knew that in the last two years we
have been seeking outside markets for
our cattle. I repeat, what right have they
to bring more cattle into the State to
compete against our own growers who are
not getting a fair price. What right have
they to carry the cattle of big squatting
firms when they have admitted there is
not sufficient space available to bring
down stock for our small men. Hon.
members on the other side may laugh,
hut to me it is far too serious a question
for jesting, and I say there is no language
strong enough, which would come under
P'arliamentary etiquette, to enable me to
express my indignation in this matter.
The Government are collecting rents and
taxes from our squatters, and yet they go
outside the State and buy stock raised
on similar country, but for which a rental
is paid at the rate of is. Gd. a thousand
acres against 5is. in our State.

MIr. Green: Is this a song or a speech!7
Mr. MALE:- I trust it will be a sermon,

and that members opposite will apvreci-
ate some of it. We will be saved then at
least from our socialistic friends who.
would rather help the man outside the
State than lend a hand to the squatter
within the State. I think I have to some
extent shown that the policy of the Gov-
ernment has been of no consequence to-
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my friends the small squatters in the
North.

Mr. Gill: What is the matter with
them?

Mr. MALE: There will not be many
of themn left if the policy of the Govern-
ment is carried on mutch longer. We have
it that during the present year, not only
record prices were realised for stock, but
at some portion of the year we have also
seen record high prices obtained.

Mr. Lander: That is because Gascoyne
has been dry.

Mr. MALE: Why? Because the big
squatters who had facilities and oppor-
tunities for bringing their stock into
market early in this season were able to
bring their stock into a short market and
command their own prices, and the Gov-
ernment steamship "Rwvinana" wvhich
was to come here and] assist the small
squatter, where was it For a portion of
the time the "Kwinana" was carrying
timber for one of those big monopolies
we hear about, not to mention the fact
that the Minister for Works was also
taking a trip on that boat. It was not
available when it was required.

Mr. McDonald: The stock was not
available then.

Mr. MALE: Well, it was available
shortly after, and before the "Kwinana"
was able to take up her running on this
coast. The result was that the big squat-
ters who were in the position to market
their stock got record prices, and 'the
effect on the consumers was that they had
to pay more for their beef instead of less.
I contend that the establishment of a
Government butcher's shop in the Perth
city markets has not resulted in any re-
duction in the price of meat to any con-
somner in Ihe metropolitan area.

The Minister for Lands: Thirty per
cent, cheaper.

Mr. MALE: It had the other effect.
When they were ready to open their shop
they asked the others who were established
in the city markets to pay a higher mant
for their stalls. When we consider that
the Government have been selling the
enormous quantity of. I believe, 12 car-
cases of beef per wveek. we can realise the
absurdity of the sale of that quantity
haeving, any effect on the retail price.

The consumption of beef in the metro-
politan market is something like 500 ear-
eases per week.

The Minister for Lands: Well, what
are you growling at9

Mr. MALE: The Government have not
carried out what they promised to do.
The Government have not reduced the
price of meat.

Mr. Heitmann: You were opposed to
those promises; you ought to be satisfied
now.

Mr. MALE: I am not satisfied. The
Government tell us that the shipping ring
wvas retarding progress, that it was keep-
ing everything back by the excessive
freights which were being charged and by
not providing sufficient space and accom-
modation, and they told the small squat-
ters that they were being squeezed out,
and they could not, get space to bring
stock down, and, therefore, they were
compelled to sell to the beef barons at
any price they asked. The great election
cry was that when they came into power
everything would be all right. I say that
they have miserably failed in every re-
spect.

Mr. Underwood: Oh. no!
Mr. MALE: It is true that the Govern-

ment have put twvo steamers on the coast.
Mr. Underwood: They are going to put

on two more.
Mr. MALE: And what has been the re-

sult? The competition of those two
steamers resulted in the Adelaide Steam-
ship Company withdrawing two steamers.
Therefore, I contend that the accommnoda-
tion on the coast is no more than it was
before, and the space available is no
.greater to-day than before, and we still
have the same number of steamers we
had before the Government came along.
The Government were going to reduce
the price of freights.

Mr. Underwood: So they have.
Mr. MALE: Let me tell the hon. mem-

ber that freights have gone up and I
have had the experience of that myself.
At the be ' inning- of the year I was
advised by a private shipping- agent at
Fremantle that the freight on wool had
been put up one-eighth of a penny
in the coming season. I went t
the State steamship agent at Broome,
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and I asked him for freight. He said,
"Yes, what do you want it for." I
suppose he was suspicious. I said, "I
have some wool here waiting to be
shipped." He sent away an urgent wire
and subsequently informed me that the
freight had gone up one-eighth. Yet the
Governmnent wvere going to reduce freights
and further than that they were going
to assist the small squatters. The freight
for bringing cattle from the northern
ports is higher this year than it was last
year. That is absolutely true. I Ray,
therefore, that on this point the Govern-
nment have failed.

Mr. Heitmian n: The freighIt from Derby
is 5s. less and from Port Hedland 10s.
l ess.

Mr. MALE: Tt is higher than it was
wh~en they told us that the steamship
coffranies were making exorbitant profits.
Let mec point out that the Government
steamers have had no competition. They
advertised cheaper passenger fares to the
extent of 10 per cent., but unfortunately
the people who travel up and down the
coast prefer to pat ronise the other steam-
ers rather than those of the State in spite
of the 10 per cent. reduction. We have
come to the logical conclusion that either
the steamship companies are not making
those exorbitant profits that they were
credited with doing, or else the Govern-
ment have shown their absolute unfitness
to run steamers on business lines, for with
the increased rates they cannot even show
a margin of profit, but they show an en-
ormous loss.

The Premier: We have decreased
freights all round. Do you know that
hut for our steamers freights would have
been about £3 10s. this year?

Mr. MALE: I know nothing of the
sort.

The Premier: Then you want to be foldI.

Mr. MALE: Neither does the Premier
know anything of the sort I think I
have shown that the policy of the Govern-
ment has been of no assistance, of no use
to the priducer. The cattle of the small
squatter have been selling down here at
a lower price than shows him a margin of
Profit, and we have only to get our weeklyv
butcher's bill to judge for ourselve's

whether it has been of benefit to the conl-
sinner.

The Premier: You should buy at our
stall.

Mr. -MALE: Unfortunately your stall
by no means supplies the metropolitan
area. I would like to make reference to
the question of freezing works. We had
a few remarks on this from the Minister
for Lands when speaking last year. Hle
said-

Now wve have heard a great deal of
the fact that the leader of the 0111,05-
tion and his followers are just as de-
MIrors; as the Government of reducing
the cost of living, bat the lion, gentle-
man tells us his plan wa to establ ih
freezing works at Wyndhamn. Now.
hint app~ears to ime to show a lack of
business cal'acity on the 1!art of the
leader of the 01 position: certainly' the
GJoern meet in undertaking t his st-twine
do not follow the desire of the lion.
gentleman, which is to meet a cerilli
loss for a considerable period of time
until we can educate our consumers to
take frozen meat.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Chilled meat.
The Minister for Lands: Or chilled

meat in place of the fresh article.
Now, had I no knowledge whatever of this
business I would still prefer to take the
business judgment of my friend the leader
of the Opposition thani I would take the
Unsound judgment of the Minister for
Lands on this particular matter; but with
some little knowledge of the question I
am quite certain the leader of the Opposi-
tion was in the right and the Minister for
Lands in the wrong. This opinion was
ably backed up by Mr. Frank Connor in
another place last session when he de-
livered that admirable address of his.

The Premier: Is he a small squatter?

Mr. MALE: No, but like myself be can
take an interest in the small squatter,
which it is apparent to me the Govern-
ment cannot do when they go to one of
the biggest squatting firms in Australia
to get their stock. And we find that
opinion is not only backed up by the big
squatters, but even to-day the small squat-
ters still advocate and ask for it. Hera
is a reference from a small squatter who
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only a week or two back said that as an
alternative he would suggest freezing
works at Wyndham; and he contended
that freezing works are the only true
solution of the problem. To me it ap-
pears that if we are to encourage small
squatters in the North, if we are to ob-
tain for them a market for their stock, we
must provide the facilities to enable them
to market their stock in the wvorld's mar-
ket. And we can only do that by provid-
ing freezing works. Our squatters are as
much entitled to get the world's prices for
their produce as are the wheat-growers or
the wool-growers, and it is the duty of the
Government to assist them in marketing-
their stock to the best advantage. We
find that only a week or two ago a large
station property in the Northern Terri-
tory was sold at a price per head far in
advance of what my friend the small
squatter in East Kimberley obtained for
his fat stock. The Minister for Work~s,
in his report, told us that our stock was

*not fit for export; yet we know as a fact
that for years past we have had to over-
land tens of thousands of our stock into
Qneensland, there to he sold to the meat
works. In connection with this matter it
is quite certain that the small squatter is
not in a position to help himself, and the
large squatter or the large pastoralist has
aboslutely no security. What does hie
find? He finds that the Government are
competing against men already engaged
in business. Were he to put up the neces-
saiyN capital, say £200,000, for the erection
of freezing works, he would have abso-
lutel 'y no security whatever, and it would
be qnite on the cards that before he got
the works properly established the Gov-
ernment would put up opposition works
alongside of them. Whilst that feeling
obtains, whilst we know that the Govern-
ment are apt to do that kind of thing,
we will not get men ready to launch their
capital into this or any other industry.

Mr. Green: Is that the reason why they
do not go into this.

'Mr. MALE: Apparently it is.
Mr. Green: Then why did not they go

into it when the Liberal Ministry were in
plower?-

Mr. MALE: The Minister for Lands
pointed out that the people would refuse

to eat frozen meat. But the up-to-date
method would be, not to bring down
frozen meat, but chilled meat; and if
the Minister for Lands would but consult
the Minister who controls the butchers'
shops he would find out that even to-day
the people in the metropolitan area are
consuming chilled meat, that it is impos-
sible to keep meat fresh here during the
summer months without chilling it. I an-
derstand that it was one of the pet
schemes of the Government to erect abat-
toirs at North Fremantle and Mlidland
Junction, and to hold the careases in cold
storage until required by the small bilt-
cher or the consumer.

Mr. Green: Do you believe in that?

Mr. MNALE: It is a policy that is ad-
opted to-day. However, I do not believe
in the Government doing everything.
These abattoirs were to be established at
once, but I have yet to learn that any
start has been made with them. Thle
Governor's Speech contained some refer-
ence to it. but although I have asked the
question I can hear of no definite start
having been made with the project. ]Re-
fore leaving the question of cattle I would
like to draw the attention of the 'Ministcr
for Agriculture to the serious matter of
carrying tick cattle on the Government
steamers. They allow these tick cattle to
be loaded at Wyndham and brought down
to our clean ports. That renders the ship
an infected ship, and any cattle put on
board that ship must be brought dowvn in
quarantine. The "Western Australia"
has only two or three days at Fremantle,
and most of that lime is occupied in
unloading and loading cargo. There is no
doubt that whilst in port down here she
cannot be properly disinfected. It may
be possible under the regulations of the
Agricultural Department for the ship to
carry stock up the coast provided she is
disinfected to the satisfaction of the de-
partment; but I cannot conceive how
there can be sufficient time for her to be
properly disinfected, and I have always
maintained that where we have clean
country, whether it be clean from small-
pox, from codlin moth, from tick or from
any other pest, it is our bounden duty to
do all in our power to keep that country
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clean at any price. I warn all shippers
of stock up the coast not to ship stock to
clean ports by any Government steamer,
and I would ask the Minister for Agricul-
ture to assist mec in this respect; because
I say that to do so would be a menace
to the clean portion of the State and
should not be allowed. I may be excused
if I make a short reference to the ques-
tion of finance. On the twelfth of July
last we find in our daily paper the big
headings "State Finance. The Result of
the Year's Transactions. Large Surplus
for June. Excess Revenue £107,000." All
that for one month. Now, we need only
take one item out of the revenue for
June, that is, the revenue of the Fre-
mantle Harbour Trust, to find that June
alone contributes £53,394, a sum which is
more than half the revenue collected from
that same source during the year 1912.
There is another item, namely that of Re-
imabursenments in Aid, which has a credit
balance of £75,000 odd. Given the full
information we would find that the whole
of that surplus revenue for June was
contained in these two items, and there-
fore, it appears to me that the statement
shown in the newspapers does not reveal
the true position. It is not as rosy as it
looks in the newspaper. We find on the
year's operations that the revenue was
L4,596,000 odd, with an expenditure of
£4,787,000 odd, leaving a net deficit of
£190,000. That is to say, we have a deficit
for the twelve months of £22,000 in excess
of what was estimated -by the Treasurer.
Now the Treasurer, when introducing his
Estimates last year, ventured to predict;
and be at the same time told us he did so
with some degree of confidence, an ex-
tinction of the deficit within 24 milnths.
Our accumulated deficit is now £311,000
odd. Of the 24 mouths, twelve have gone
by, leaving only twelve in which to make
up that loss. At that time, when speak-
ing, I predicted that the deficit at the end
of 24 months would be nearer half a mil-
lion than the figure predicted by the Trea-
surer. And if we take the past year's
operations as a criterion of what may be
done during the coming year it will bring
us to my figure of half a million, andI not
to the Treasurer's figure at all.

The Minister for Works :We will
take the steamers off the coast and so
save that loss. That, I think, is what you
want.

Mr. MiiALE :That would assist, at all
events. If we take the accumulated de-
ficit of £311,000, and assume that the
year's deficit will be the same as last
year, namely, £190,000, we will just get
the amount I predicted. We will leave
my prediction aside, and ask ourselves
how the Treasurer is going to balance
his ledger. He must increase the revenue
this year or spend less somewhere by
£190,000, and, in addition, he has still to
wipe out the deficit of £3.11,000.

The Minister for Works :It is all go-
ing into your constituency.

Mr. MALE :We fail to see it. Pro-
mises were left and nothing else. Is this
adjustment of the finances to be effected
by additional taxation, or, has the Labour
Congress discovered a further method of
bleeding the fat man 9I If so, I contend
that neither the fat man nor the thin man
can stand additional taxation to the tune
of half a million pounds in 12 months.
The country cannot stand it and, more-
over, the country will not stand it, but
that is what will require to be done if
the premier is to carry out his prediction
to wipe out thle deficit.

The Mlinister for Mines :You should
sit down and not warn us.

Mr. MALE :I want to warn the Gov-
ernment. The Minister for Works at
Beverley a short time ago, speaking in
connection with the finances, said that
the Government had the consolation of
knowing that had it not been for the bad
season they would have been on the right
side of the ledger. After looking at
these figures, it is apparent to me that
the Minister had not made a careful
study of the Treasury figures or he would
not have made such a rash statement.

The Minister for Works :I was quot-
ing the Treasury figures, not yours.

Mr. MALE :Mine are the Treasury
figures.

The Minister for Works :Then you
do not understand them.

Mr. M.&LE The figures have been
published, and it was as easy for me
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as for the Minister for Works to
understand them. The Minister blamed.
the season and told the farmers that it
was owing to the deferred water rents
and land rents that the Government had
a deficit. I would like to point out to
the members representing the agricul-
tural districts that this is a charge
against their districts whieh it would
be well for them to relate at the earliest
opportunity. I find in the Statistical
Register figures which ought to explode
the remarks of the Minister for Works.
The bad season seems to have been made
accountable for everything, but let us
see what the bad season actually
amounted to. We find that the produc-
tion of wheat for the season ended Feb-
ruary, 1913, was 4,385,000 bushels, whilst
for the season February, 1913, it was
9,l2Z,000 bushels, or more than double
what it was in the previous year.

The Minister for Mines : But how
much was the previous year below that
of its predecessor?

Mdr. AMALE : I am taking the bad sea-
son that is being made accountable for
this big deficit. The years before are
surely not to he held accountable as well.
We find, further, that the yield of oats
for the year ended February, 1912, was
961,000 bushels, and for the last season
2,102,000 bushels, or more than double,
and yet it was a bad season; indeed, a
bad season.

Air. Mlunsie :You would think it was
'when you hear the farmers complaining
about it.

Mr. MALE : We therefore see that
our total yield of wheat and oats was
double last season what it was in the pre-
vious season.

The Mlinister for Lands : What is the
comparison between the hay tonnage for
the two ycarsl

MNjr. MkALE: I have not the figures here
bitt the hay yield was very little short of
that in the p~revious year.

The Premier: That does not alter the
fUct that we had to carry them on after
last year,

iNlr. ALE: I am speaking of t-his
year. A nother striking fact about tlhese
figure-s is that the average yield per acre

has only been beaten once since 1906.
Last session it was 11.61 bushels and that
has been obtained only once in seven
years. The yield of oats per acre was
16.50-bushels last year, which also has
only been obtained once in the last seven
years. The Minister for Agriculture in-
terjected something about the hay ton-
nage. I find that the total yield of hay
had only once been obtained, and that
was in the 1912 season. Not such a bad
record for hay either. It appears to mec
that MAinisters to save their faces -Are
libelling the farmers and the agricultural
prospects when they make a song of bad
seasons under such favourable conditions.
When our yield of wheat and oats has
more than doubled itself that must surely
have meant increased freight and revenue
for our railways. It must also have meant
some degree of prosperity for our farm-
ers, and yet they are blamed for the
deficit.

Mr. Green: Let us pray.

Mr. MTALE: It is time we prayed while
that state of affairs continues. Let me
dissect one or two items which should,
according to the Minister for Works,
affect the deficit. We find the difference
between the estimated and actual revenue
received from the lands, goldflelds water
scheme, and other water supplies, is
nearly £1.0,000 in the Treasurer's favour.
The expenditure on lands and agriculture
shows a saving of £29.000, and on water
supply of £21,000; and in these two items
alone, which should be to a very great
extent governed by a bad season, we find
there is an error in the Treasurer's esti-
mates of something like £60,000, and -yet
hie says that these departments are
responsible for the big deficit. Groing
further into the figures we can find the
same results under the heading of public
works, and the same applies alro to the
revenue received from the harbours. In
fact. if we take the Under-estimate on
the items mentioned it would he almost
suifficient to account for the whole of the
estimated deficit which the Premier jire-
lieted. That being the case we must look

to some other souree for this deficit, and
from a further look at these fizuras I
think we shall find that it is to the inrins-
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trial undertakings of the Government that
the deficit is principally due. If we take
together the nett actual revenue and the
increased actual expenditure we find that
two items alone, railways and steamers,
'will be more than' responsible for the
-deficit.

Mr. MeDowall: Surely you are not com-
plaining about the railways?

Mr. MALE: I am complaining about
the railways, and I say from a purely
business point of view, the falling off in
profits on the railways is a serious item.
We find that with an increased revenue
we have decreased profits, and I say it
is most essential that the Minister con-
trolling that department and members of
Parliament should make enquiries to find
out what is wrrong in connection with the
system.

The Premier: We are carrying at un-
profitable rates.

Mr. MALE: I am not satisfied with
that bald statement, and I say it is time
the Minister controlling the railways
looked into these figures and told the
House and the country what the position
is, It is, a serious position when -we find
that with increased revenue we have de-
creased profits. Something is wrong aLnd
it %rants adjusting.

The Premier: We will adjust it.
Mr. MALE: I hope the Premnier '%vill.

When we come to the returns from the
steamship service the figures are appal-
ling. This; statement merely gives us a
return of the cash receipts and the cash
expenditure. It does not show the whole
loss that has been incurred by these
steamers. Theme arc necessary hook-
keeping entries to be made for interest
on capital, and depreciation, not on new
steamers but on old steamers; but in con-
nection with this service it is trne that
until the Treasurer gives us a balance
sheet and a profit end loss account, which
he has promised will be kept in connec-
tion with these undertakings--

The Premier: I did not promise any-
thing of the kind; Parliament has in-
structed me to keep it.

Mfr. MIALE: I ama thankful to know
that Parliament has instructed the Pre-
mier to supply us with those figures, and

when we have them we shall be able to
criticise more correctly and more carefully
the result of the operations of the steam-
ship service. But Ian quite certain of this,
that if we decide to close down our steam-
ship service at the present time, and if
we take into aecount the actual loss which
we have made as shown by this cash
return, and the hook-keeping loss which
would be put through, and the loss which
would be shown if we tried to realise on
our ships to-day, provided we obtained
the true selling price of the steamers, we
s~hould find the loss to this State nearly
£100,000, and not £20,000. I amn certain
Of it.

'The Premier: Oh, go on 1

Mr. MALE: It would probably be use-
less to ask the Premier to discontinue this
service. I believe as a matter of fact he
has promised to increase it and to put on
more steamers, but I -would advise him
if it is his intention to buy more steamers,
then for goodness sake buy steamers and
not scrap iron, for old ships are dear
at any price.

The Premier: You would advise us to
get some of your pearling luggers, I
supljibse Y

Mr. MALE: I could sell the Premier
Some.

The Premier: You are selling them to
the Japs, are you noti

31r. 'MALE: I hope the lesson which
should hare heen learned during the short
time the State steamships have been run-
ning will guide the Premier and restrain
him from rushing into these other in-
dusirial concerns which he has been in-
strucled to enter upon. We have been
prnmised hriekuorks-

The Premier: They are on the way.
'Mr. -MALE: Insurance business-
The Premier:- That is on the way.
Mr. MALE : Flour mills, clothing fac-

tories, and even the departmental con-
struction of our public works. I do trust
that before recklessly carrying out these
instructions the Premier will consider the
financial position. The financial outlook
to-day is none too cheerful, and we do not
wish to find ourselves in the position of.
say, New South Wales, where, with a big
revenue and with an increased revenue on
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-previous years, they find themselves with
a deficit of something like one million
pounds sterling. iWe do not want to find
ourselves in that position, and I would
ask the Premier to be careful before rush-
ing into too many of these industrial uin-
dertakings. In looking through His Ex-
cellen cv's Speech I find, among other mat-
ters, that we shall be asked to dleal with a
Bill for constitutional and electoral re-
form. It is rather a pity that the Premier
did not give us a pre-sessional speech so
that we might have had some idea as to
what form this constitutional and electoral
reform is to take.

Mr. flwyer: Give us your ideas.
Mr. Mfunsic: You will get it in due

tourse.
Mr. MTALE:- We will get it in due

course. We have some of it in the Labour
Congress platform. The only thing in
this connection is in Item No. 1 of the
Labour fighting platform, "the effective
reform of the Legislative Council with a
view to its ultimate abolition," I do not
know, I am rather doubtful if this par-
ticular Bill refers to that, hut I do say
that any measure of electoral reform
which comes from the Government benches
wilt he viewed with the greatest suspicion
by myself. I will tell hon. members why.
We have had an example of electoral re-
form as understood by the Labour party
in the Federal House. They gave us an
E~lectoral Act-

Mr. Green: And it is not too bad
either.

Mr. MALE: And it is common know-
ledge to all of us how that Electoral Act
lent itself to abuse during the last general
election.

Mr. 31eDowall: Do not speak too soon.
Where is the proof of it?

Mr. MALE: When we find members
of the Ministry and members of the Lab-
our party going around the country and
approving of that Act, and saying how
much they appreciate it, I say I am justi-
fled in thoqe first remarks of mine, when
I said that any measure of electoral 're-
form which comes from the Government
benches -will be viewed by myself with
great suspicion. It will be viewed by the

[71

coun tr y, as well as by myself, with great
suspicion.

Mr. 'Munsie: And so was the Redistri-
bution of Seats Bill viewed with very
great suspicion by the country.

Mr. MALE: As regards the very much
talked-of powellising contract, I am not
going to deal with it. r am leaving that
in better hands and in the hands of those
who know more about the timber industry
and powellising than I do.

The Premier: They are not on your
side of the House.

Mr. 'MALE: There are such members
on my side of the House. I have no falt
to find with the powellising process. I
believe there is some measure of good in
it, but I do not go so far as to say it is
absolutely effective. I believe that in the
course of time a lot of its effect will pass
off. It is not the process r am criticising,
but the contract. If that be a copy of the
contract which was printed in the Sunday
Times, then 12 must say that on the face of
it, it appears to mec to be a most mon-
strous one.

The Premier: You do not understand
it.

Mr. MLALE: A contract which provides
for the payment of a royalty for patent
rights for five years after those patent
rights have expired appeals to me as a
moost Monstrous proposition.

The Premier: If we can show that
there is nothing in that, will you con-
sider it is all right?

Mr. MALE: 1, as a business man-
and T claim to be one-have endeavoured
to find some plausible excuse which the
Minister could bring forward when he
arranged, fixed, and signed that contract,
to account for it, but I have failed. If
he says that that contract was made and
signed in the best iaterestsi of the country,
and was the best contract he could make,
then I say it proves his absolute unfitness
for the position he is holding, for no busi-
ness man would sign a contract which
agreed to pay away the State's money for
nothing.

The Premier: If we can show there is
nothing in that, you will be satisfied that
the agreement is all right.
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Mr. MALE:- I do not profess to know
anything about it, but on the face of it,
it strikes me as being something mon-
strous,

The Premier: It is evident you know
nothing about it, but if we show tbere is
nothing in that point, will you be satisfied
with the agreement?

3Mr. MALE:- I will not say that I am
satisfied.

Mr. Dwver: Nothing will satisfy some
people.

Mr. 'MALE: I said that I did not in-
tend to denl with this question beyond
stating that this agreement does not ap-
pear to be a business-like and sound one,
and I say so still. In looking through His
Excellency's Speech I do find one ray of
sunshine. I wish to congratulate the Pre-
fier on the re-appointment of our Agent
General. Sir Newton M1oore, for another
term of three years. It does appear to
me that it was fortunate that our Premier
was able to take n trip to the old country,
for hie was able to see for himself there
the good work which our Agent General
is doing for this State. I think I will not
be far short of the mark if I say it was
through the efforts and knowledge of our
Agent General that our Premier was able
to borrow that two millions of money. I
think it was greatly due to the efforts and
knowledge of our Agent General, and r
think ouir Premier saw sufficient of him
while in England to appreciate the work
he is doing there, and that he has shown
his appreciation of Sir Newton's work by
appointing him for another term of three
years. The Premier could not have found
in this State-I do not care whether on
one side of the House or the other, or out-
side of the House-he could not have
found a better man to fill the position in
the interests of this State.

Mr. Munsie: If the Government had
failed to get the £2,000,000 would you
have blamed the Agent General for that?

Mr. M1ALE: I would not have blamed
an 3-body.

Mr. Munsie: Oh, no.
Mr. M1ALE: I would not have blamned

the English money lender for not advanic-
mng the money to throw away in steamers.

Mrx. XMunsie: We did not pitch it into
the harbour at Fremantle.

Mr. MALE: It is also very gratifying
to find that when the Premier was at
Home, according to the reports sent out,
he found time and opportunity to give
publicity to the resources and require-
ments of this country. He pointed out
the great need of population, but it was
rether curious to us out here to find at
the very same time that his friends out
here were trying to block immigration,
and not to encourage it. It was pleasing to'
find, however, that when the Premier was
in England and away from the fetters
of the Trades Hall council be was able
to give expression to the principles he
believed in.

The Premier: I want white population,
not black population as you do.

'Mr. 'MALE: We find uinder rule 8 of
the Congress-members may laugh, but
Congress has got them all by the wool-
Congress is of opinion that no further
financial assistance should be rendered by
the Government in aiding people to emi-
grate to Western Australia. It wvill he
interesting to watch the attitude of the
Premier now that he has got back. Will
he be man enough to give effect to the
principles he advocated in the old coun-
try. or is he going to obey the dictates
of the Labour party? We all recognise
the need of population. If the State is to
prosper and our lands are to be opened
up we must have immigration promoted,
and if necessary, give assistance to get
the people here. If anything is done to
stop that flow of immigration to our
shores I say it would be a retrograde
movement.

The Premier: You only 'want cheap
black labouar.

Mr. MALE: I find that our old friend,
the non-alienation of Crown lands, is to
the front again. I supposie we shall hear
a lot about the greed of the land specula-
tor waiting for the unearned increment.
I would like to ask the members
sitting, on the front bench if they
have faced the music themselves in
this respect. The Premier resented, and
in no quiet way, aLl references that were
made in his absence to the Eucla land,
but if my memory serves me rightly, the
Premier in his remarks said they had been
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offered a profit on those Encla leases.
If that be so, and if he is honest in his
convictions, I say he should disgorge that
unearned increment, and give it to the
State, to which it belongs.

The Premier:- We have a Bill coming
down to tax us.

Mdr. MALE: If the boot were on the
other foot, and the leader of the Opposi-
tion held those leases-

The Premier: Refer to the member for
Northam, and you are on good ground.

Mr. MALE: I do not care who it is
-we would have found members on the
front bench talking eloquently on the
subject. I am reminded that there is
some explanation required from the At-
torney General in respect to the delay in
deciding the case of Spargo. I contend
that an explanation is due from a gentle-
man who at all times waxes eloquent on
the claims of humanity, for keeping this
man in suspense for so long a time. That
man was condemned to be hanged and not
to be tortured, and while Ministers wvere
touring the country he was left in torture
that was far worse than hanging.

The Minister for Mines: For how long!
.Mr. MALE: For some considerable

time.
The Minister for Mines: How long?
Mr. MALE: He should not have been

kept in torture for one single day.
The Minister for Mines: How loing was

it? You do not know what you are talk-
ing about.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!
XMr. MALE: I say let us for mercy's

sake deal mercifully even with our cri-
minals. The affairs of party may wait,
the affairs of State may wait, but when
it comes to deciding the taking or not
taking the life of a man it is a far more
solemn obligation.

The Minister for Mines: You are hard
up for something to talk about.

The Attorney General: There was no
waiting for longer than could be helped.
As soon as the reports of the judges could
be got a meeting of Cabinet was held, and
the man's fate was decided. He was told
the same day.

Mr. MA-LE: it was absolutely scanda-

On motion by Hr. Dwyer debate ad-
journed.

BILL,-SUPPLY (No. 1), £1,324,130.
Returned from the Legislative Council

without amendment.

House adjourned at 10.49 p.m.

1Co3IflativC cout CUl,
Thursday, 31st July, 1913.

Papers presented
Questions: Fend and Drum regulation

Oovernment Trading Caoe=n Accounts
itallwny Brides at Fremante
P1owe~ised sleepers, agreement
Pil erth Tramways purchae money
.IC Game Act Amendment, In.

Address-in-reply, fourth day *. .
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at
4.30 p.m., and read prayers.

PAPERS PRESENTED.
By the Colonial Secretary: 1, By-law

of the Yilgarn Roads Board to regulate
hawking.

QUESTION-FOOD AND DRUGS
REGULATION.

Ron. W. KINGSMIFhL asked the Col-
onial Secretary (without notice) is be
prepared to make a statement re-
garding the action contemplated by the
Government in respect .to Regulation 62
uinder the Health Act, 1911, laid on the
Table of the House on the 26th June, and
in respect of which notice of motion of
disallowance was given on the same day.
If not, when will he be so prepared.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY re
plied: Yes. I will make a statement at
the next sitting of the House.
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